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Polyphony of form and monophonia of content
Critical reading of the novel (Daughters of Heliopolis)
by (Nabil Ragheb)

Mahmoud Shehata Muhammad Sarhan
Department of Literature and Criticism, College of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys, Dessouk, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: mahmoudsarhan384.el@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The research aims to study the (polyphonic) novel that relies on the
technique of pluralism, by applying it to a novel model by the writer
(Nabil Ragheb) entitled: (Daughters of Heliopolis). In order to be
different, this research does not seek to isolate the features actually
achieved in the polyphonic imagination under study, but rather focuses
its effort on tracing the most prominent features of failure that
prevented this narrative technique from being achieved in its optimal
way. The research plan was based on an introduction that clarifies and
explains the concept of (polyphony), followed by an introduction that
includes: introducing the writer, an overview of the novel, its narrative
classification, and a brief presentation of the elements of (polyphony)
and its usage divisions. This was followed by three sections focusing
on the most important shortcomings in employing narrative elements
(polyphony) within the novel. The first topic: the space of the
threshold. The second topic: the multiplicity of languages and styles.
The third topic: pluralism in ideological positions. Then a conclusion
contained the most important results of the study. The researcher
established his plan adopting an analytical narrative approach that
derives its foundations from postmodern narrative theory. The research
concluded with several results, revolving around the need to ensure that
the requirements of the (polyphonic) context do not conflict with each
other. The study also concluded by formulating a number of
recommendations through which an applied framework can be
developed that regulates this narrative technique and achieves its
effectiveness.

Keywords: Nabil Ragheb, Daughters of Heliopolis, novel,
polyphony, monophony.
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