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Dreams in Egypt during the Ptolemaic era
Mr. Yahya Muhammad Pasha
Specialization of ancient history (Greek and Roman) at the
Department of history and civilization Faculty of Arabic
language in Cairo-Al-Azhar University-Arab Republic of
Egypt
E-mail address: Sayedalbasha@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This research deals with the talk about dreams in Egypt during
the Ptolemaic era, and sheds light on the various
interpretations of the origin of dreams in Egyptian society. It
also deals with the Egyptians’ care of their dreams in the
Ptolemaic era, as they recorded them, preserved them, and
tried to understand and interpret their symbols. The research
also dealt with an analysis of the phenomenon of documents.
Bilingualism” related to dreams in the Ptolemaic era, where
dream documents were written in Greek and followed in the
same document by writing in the ancient Egyptian language
(Demotic script). The research also deals with the
interpretation of dreams in Egypt in the Ptolemaic era, and the
role of dreams in achieving some material gains for temples.
The research also shed light on the Egyptians’ belief in
therapeutic dreams or healing dreams, and the various

functions of dreams and their motives.

Keywords: dreams-Ptolemaic era-dreams in Egyptian society-
recording dreams-interpretation of dreams
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» Kidd. S: "Dreams in Bilingual Papyri from the Ptolemaic
Period", BASP, 48, 2011.
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(') Hall. C: Artemidorus, Dream Exegesis and the Case of the
Interpolating Expert Dreamer, Mnemosyne, 2022, p. 9.

(2) Scott. B. C: The Body, Experience, and the History of Dream-Science
in Artemidorus’ Oneirocritica, Blegen, 2022, p. 7.

(*) Hall. C: Op. Cit., p. 10.
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(1) Csepregi. I: Changes in dream patterns between Antiquity and

Byzantium: the Impact of Medical Learning on dream Healing,
Micrologus Library, SISMEL Edizioni del Galluzzo, 2012, p. 131.

(*) Csepregi. I: Op. Cit., p. 132.

(3) Artemidoros: Oneirocritica, Translated by: Augusto. M, Lipsiae,
1805, CXXV.

(*) Artemidoros: Op. Cit., CXXV.
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(') Vitek. T: Allegorical Dreams Antiquity their Character and

Interpretation, Austrian Academy of Sciences Press, 2017, Vol. 130, p.
128.
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() UPZ.1.79. L. 2.
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(1) Revillout. E: “Le reclus du Sérapéum, sa bibliotheque et ses

occupations mythiques, selon de nouveaux documents démotiques”
RE1,1880, 160, 163.

(*) Kidd. S: "Dreams in Bilingual Papyri from the Ptolemaic Period",
BASP, 48, 2011, p. 114.
(3) Prada. L: Classifying dreams, classifying the world ancient Egyptian

oneiromancy and demotic dream books,Proceedings of the Twelfth
Annual Symposium, Durham University, United Kingdom, March 2011,
p. 168.
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3gagall adall Johy D JB (M) ¢ aiign oo 1B € 9a e el Ja)l
Cayay caaall 411 PSAIS Gabess «o(€) Al e sl (e Ja sellia
Al & i€ Laslen (5 28 aaall llally L B 6 4] (€) Caagdl o)
s ses g Yol

b by (Gruas iy Sligll paid) oy Aadsl saa a8
(Ailisd) e Yoy lagannd) adll ) SN 8 ugaallas L] s sl
g2 LS 38 agdll (e pasalidl (e Jing mnia S alall 550 (S

(') P. Cair. Goodspeed. 3: "peta 10 §Eon Mrohepoiog Ayhhel yaipetv.
UETa TO yphwat got... [£60]EEY [Ho]t [ka]l Tepl oD Opduatog Stucapiivoal
cot, Ommg €101, ov TPOTOV
o1 Oeot og oidacty. Alyvrtioti 8¢ Vméypaya, ST AKPPOC 101G, Nvika
fuerdov kounOfvar, &ypoya €micotola B, &v pev mept Tavyylog The €k
Beppovbiog, &v 0¢ mepl Teteywovbiog g Tavfitog, 1 éotv [Ttodepaiov
Buydtnp kol &v &t €1V E0nka Emyeiov, OV TPOTOV KAYD MUEPOV KAATV

or

fyoyov. Eppwco. (£toug) B Padet ke..".
(*) P. Cair. Goodspeed. 3.

rd s e o it ganll (aill des 55 aie Cialy) adie]
Renberg. H. G & Naether. F: "I Celebrated a Fine Day" An Overlooked

Egyptian Phrase in a Bilingual Letter Preserving a Dream Narrative,
ZPE, Bd. 175, 2010, p. 54.
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O pty) (Ao eV LaaY) oia oS04l e Adasanll sl A0S
5elall Alliaas (3lay Lad el . ol IS aaagl) juaits W gl V) Algona LgasS
AOrTIoTL 5l 46l8 die zoags e Wilcken (S agd si ¢dsgall

Ay agd s dyadl S BE DEypaya, OTmg AKpPB®S €i0TiLG
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oo logledlly 4t Alluy 56y Ao 88l (Gusalial) sad 1S 13y (a0
selyall o s 09 o sl Jsall alaiall e (yeb fagin ASHbe Cajlae
Gl yatil) Gl —Liad — JLad) @llnSy L alall 4l 8 Cojladll 028 (i (e
Al Al CLUadl) G Logall) c¥satl) o (& (esalll Jaill dnagae SV
e Al Al ) A8 ) Al Hemdlly bl Jha Lo Wlle
0SS (< ALl (gall) Joal it Connall (g 43l lly a2l
O OSalS (a' idel G ARl st o a8ll) (B Gugalla 75 Lia
By agdl)
OS 4l agidal) e @A uglial ) S Gugaallas o eall (e
o Loy gl @l 8 ASiad Al oas Asbsll L Ty ¢Gynn Shaa)
daulio Ll Gugallas sad ) ) Lisga clay]) SUS Lgaasind 3l M

(') Kidd. S: Op. Cit., p. 116.
(%) Wilcken. U: Op. Cit., p. 74.
() Kidd. S: Op. Cit., p. 116.
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Al A yadls Luligll sell O ekl (A0 Baali (e o2y ¢ oalladl juanl)
DA Al LS Byall O bl (e ¢l IS Ganall Loguany aa Wi
O9S5 28g Ayl e Jyamnll sl agall oL aasd L gy it e
O Baciise Al sl 13 4l ¢ g a3 AT Cad daga ugaalla Al
Lyl dayylall o3gl bl aadl (e 138 (oKind daaally Ailiasl) ilusyles
b Aall Al Gl Ay it daeal s dadsl) s38 o LS ¢ umn (1
ey AllS e clalitii) padlaiwl epall Hhlad lgigay Al lelens

e e

Mizgs

) allad) yumal) Y a0 Aoyl (3550 (e W S5 LS

=8 Ladd o Ganlpa 2aea B VAL Gle Jga e gl o3 Al
Jaby Jalll e Yo g 538 njee (e B2 ound QeSS (3 agaallay
8L Mg ((KATOYOL (553 53K) agule dﬂa\ alidY) (e de gana e el
eyt il s o sl (rag ssasilS I ina slalall (e auaal)
sanll b Ganlyas 83laad Baae A Gllb (S5 capead) Jal olill aala

el Cagail) (e 53 S (553530 ) o) 1l s ()

(') Renberg. H. G & Naether. F: Op. Cit., p. 67.
(2) P. Cairo, 10313; 10328; 30961.

(3) Legras. B: "Les reclus grecs du Sarapieion de Memphis"”, BASP, 49,
2012, p. 343.
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Y] aal) o Yy cdale alall & alY) 48 e pad sl e s 8 LN
(@oasll) o LAY oy Y asl SANL paally . AT als 6 gl el
M et asls Layla ISl (6F Gaen 2sedl ) esalll

3 aY) e g Al BT e age 3138 o siald) g
OSar Yy cadY) Balaad (sl Jpais of e ala o iy 3 ¢ peanl) elld
cJilae alas V) (A dls (538l Capeain o

Dasiinn (e (Canass ) 9a) (e dag Cagad AigS aaf Lainal LS
alegiiy aadal aaen 4 Gty Vg cdugial) daie ol Cuslya b aidl
O Lo (A Lea)b aan (Al )bl dasuaiy alslay 43))S0a 4l
JlacYl i alinag (Sliingl adid o dla s (p 5V EY = VVE) ale
) gl sl Lasly 45

a8 agiinn Ailate 8 a3 Yoo ale s (g jen g a3y
e Aasiiand) Slogleall o g T mial Jaia o Balie G5t & @l
VA le Gl Ball yean mbll Gedgalail Bolud) elldl) e Lavie 43 4dudif
DY e (@Al b glara 63 asally adlal aal 8 Gug e Lo a3

(') Delekat. L: Katoche, Hierodulie und Adoptionsfreilassung, Munich,
1964, p. 138.

(2) Vandorpe. K: A Companion to Greco-Roman and Late Antique Egypt,
Heverlee, 2017, p. 444,

(*) Bagnall. R & Derow. P: Op. Cit., pp. 278- 279.

(*) O. Hor. 10; 19; 20; 26; 28.
(°) Vandorpe. K: Op. Cit., p. 476.
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Gy araall agall (8 agishy ugdgalail jaley cBegil) cadinn Jadlly
ALl cilSy cualad) (usaallay Gllall oo Alilie 4 cirie ) (ug en 5LISA

Oes 4o L 3l dals e 538 U Gaay Gugyen 2 13l (Ll Syaals
DelaeY) e Lpu€ay) duse padla

ey Al A G (e desana asubad) Cirdl A
DAL Ml Lalaial L aay o eyl gy (DDl Ja 1 0530
SaY) 3l 8 DAY i 4 uler OIS (Guies ) 2l o Lagg
Al ARl Gl (pnpdicg Gl Joned o5 388 cciad)Y) e DS Tega JS8
() gl panall Tl e

S add i i) 1 8 LaySh s ) lad sl ey
~Lail = DY) ge taal) daig ¢ gdl sae dpnall (S 28y (Lasislln)
ol daiiy DAYl sda Jae 38 ugisllad OIS 13 Lo Joa hll ausi) Glld pag
Belyd Jadlly Cayay LS 13) Lo 40d Hsiall fpag cad lglaw 28 AT Liads
asblad Gegisllad i€y LAl g () audasan ) sl A0S,
Ll LS Leild — sl asng e — adlal S ey Al lgases
O o) Ciliga OIS Lagad 13S0 94 g JAT Liadds Janyy ) Judasannl

(') O. Hor. 2; 3.

(2) Lewis. N: The Interpretation of Dreams and Portents in Antiquity,
London, 1976, p. 50.
(*) Kidd. S: Op. Cit., p. 117.

(*) Lewis. N: Op. Cit., p. 74.
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Sia = 2a¥) Gans 285 Layy Uy cdansill BB e DY) o3l Lo Lils s
Lyl (Mg coa 13 "laliad @l o di ey —aSea) S dasal
ol oLt prads (Ao 3SH Y daadll DY) radi 3yl gas) o ()
rly Al (pag edaglill ol Auygill A e DAY e 2 € s e
Sa¥) & (otépavor  KHpvor) aedll JIT o aedl) lai dag, v/

O(cApa) csall pams ehynl) (Y ¢ mpall Aealiy caaenll disu
Osds slaadll (Y ¢elle caSla el : e Jas (p1og) sl g, v/

LSy s (epeiewy)
Baske (] oe QLYY dalag ol daall dgll) Gara)l dgly) dugy

D ola e agleats agaead Celasal i (Aptepég oY 1ol
alll) panl) ) pae b DY) pad — )

I alall Jinas gl alladl juanll (8 a3 DY) i o sow
Jilisy agd Dlsa OS5 cAliate 331S Laaadl) L yeadl) dalll 4 Crardin 38 ole

(') Kidd. S: Op. Cit., p. 121.
(%) Kidd. S: Op. Cit., p. 122.

)
)
(3) Kragelund. P: "Dreams- Religion and Politics in Republican Rome"
Historia: Zeitschrift fiir Alte Geschichte, Bd. 50, 1st Qtr, 2001, p. 54.
%) Kidd. S: Op. Cit., p. 123.

)

(
(°) Kragelund. P: Op. Cit., p. 55.
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Lalll o pan DaYU Lalal) Lualladl 2yl gl ) el 4l el
QS Lanind Agl) (e B3)lsl) DAY ey Gl 3 A3giial) Aalll & diyeadl)
Al ) el s Y agh alall agd Jal (e L yaadl Aalll Gaallall oY5a
Ozl el dliaid) 2l ) Js calal)
DAY o DAY it e ciaan Al Adolal) LESH ciaiS g
OS5 o 0%an ecpallgll aal ol gl aal s (Vie ddalis ) Cilicad s Holdh
Mae¥) oSy cdala &% ) s DaY) ol Jie o i -deald Luaal @il

asill il dage sl 8850 (AT daadd (gl Sl cpallgl) anl Ly Laxie s Lo
a1 Lo gl 4 2Ll Cany Lag eany o 5l Gaamas Lo
(pallal) GLSE (AY) joa) il are o8 DY) jradi aala LS
Yous oiliels (gharll alall sgdia () Bale (g i cypapsill (g yaskall SIS
Dl sball pasl il IS8 oo Gasns
DS D8 s I Y Al jgeanll (8 DY) aedl pyaaga ()
3 Cilegdasall (& by 8,881 A1 B ST cpdsall o pliaY)
Glsine 3yw a3 G Al Hyadll 8 DY Qi€ Al Jhe Al
ol Calgall ety AuaY) psliaall (he daudly degana 3 DAYl gk

(') Kidd. S: Op. Cit., pp. 129-130.

(*) Renberg. H. G & Naether. F: Op. Cit., p. 67.
)
i

(*) Hamori. E & Stokl. J: Perchance to Dream- Dream Divination in the
Bible and Ancient Near East, SBL Press, 2018, p. 88.
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e dsag o g Al dlia (sally gy a1 I rase yela
idle a5 Y cduyadl Catlolall slials Sly (DAYl jrudi 8 58 (590
ehall oy 53 3539 Lo
rlall Gladaa 8- Ll — ol o¥5a Jhe o etall <0
el el ¢ €Y1 K ool Jatall DY) s 2 Caa

Sl aal e agyennayf 4n Cayie) 2P Aristander of Telmessos

L) (@protog dv dverporpitng) "al ke
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(') Renberg. G: "The Role of Dream Interpreters in Greek and Roman

Religion”, international colloquium: the Artemidorus of Daldis and
Dream-Interpretation in Antiquity, Duke University, USA, 2012, p. 233.

(*) Zaret. L: History of Dream Interpretation in Social Work, Ceuschool,
1989, p. 7.
(*) Renberg. G: Op. Cit., p. 234.

() Nice. A: "The Reputation of the Mantis Aristander", Acta Classica,
XLVIII, 2005, pp 87- 102.
(°) Renberg. G: Op. Cit., p. 237.
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Oy sy e peil Lyeadl ilasiall Lalal) Lsligll il b
S a8l il jpamnd) 8 DY) i ilia sy (I8 a5
s 4l g ped 1 ciine e ol Sl DAY ude L 05 o oS
ding Yy cpalal) 06lSh 3ala) ol cdaaldll aslgal DAY ke g2 05 o
g (90 g i) o) afiay pad s (gl cialad) Cluhall e Jagd
add U LSy cJlad e g S yue Jara 65U JualS dlaain duanh
ellalg (M) ils 5ST Jomy Caguad 2 LAl jladdls cleailly csalall s3gy 4Ses
Cailas doaall anlaty dalall iy Guien Ols Y 2l DAY jude (8
Dadl o) el Al e A2l Viaiess 05 Ols «lilia (e ol L
Gl Ao Og el 35 LS Faaaana) L8 clysdl) pe g Y )

ttban s alladl Gpmnll DA umn (3 (gpsisialdl 1 jlae dens aeddl ¢ e (')
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(*) Renberg. G: Op. Cit., p. 241.

(*) Hall. C: Op. Cit., p. 20.

(*) Scott. B. C: Op. Cit., p. 9.
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8 Y e
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Al dlls L il el o A1 Gad Gayine of 53] olydl aal o Gl Ja
S Aalal) a sy S8 jead o SUisd) Qa1 8 degtieg da g
Gl jalad) 038 o (e 623l (o cagia Chie padd gl o Jsaasl
ol Jaly Al Alaca¥l Adagyall @b e Yoy gl DAL Cllal) s
e ol oh) @) alall (5hgines) yodi 8 dalal L padd o o Jlie
G ) asba Saal gy (Bl s il 408 il 28 sl
o elamilite () (myang cdusdt alall Ciag dilalall asillag o lal
alal) 138 asiny Lo agh Sadll (o cclld aay Gaa Lo dipe DA (e asl Ll
(as e

(') Vitek. T: Op. Cit., p. 148.
(*) Renberg. G: Op. Cit., p. 246.
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OTL &yel 439 «Ommg yEyove 4y faiiga e € 98 (e talall Calia
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DS Lalaial (1575 Y andl) llad) 8 DAYl i€ adaee of sl e
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O4hacacoy ielv pedidoay sle st :Jid) doe Je Ol
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(') Pomeroy. J. A: "Status and Status Concern in the Greco-Roman
Dream Books", Ancient Society, Vol. 22, 1991, p. 54.
(*) Pomeroy. J. A: Op. Cit., p. 55.

(*) Pomeroy. J. A: Op. Cit., p. 57.
(*) Hamori. E & Stokl. J: Op. Cit., p. 92.
(°) Pomeroy. J. A: Op. Cit., p. 58.
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alall Gy caniall judl) e &Y JliaY) puag Bled 5SY1 e 4l
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I Aalls Aalall DaY) cilS L 30 550 Ldkal sda Ll 8 oyiias

L ) KA (59d e deald DAY Al Gl il 3B jras

O e LSl a8l e alall sl Joad Li€a ¥ Jla IS e
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sl Pla e Jitesall Elasl e 2l
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(") Scott. B. C: Op. Cit., p. 11.
(*) Pomeroy. J. A: Op. Cit., p. 74.

(*) Harris. V. W: "Roman Opinions about the Truthfulness of Dreams",
The Journal of Roman Studies, vol. 93, 2003, p. 19.
(*) Hamori. E & Stokl. J: Op. Cit., p. 62.
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Lewis. N: Greeks in Ptolemaic Egypt, Oxford, 1986, p. 71.
(*) Lewis. N: Greeks in Ptolemaic...., p. 72.

(%) Vandorpe. K: Op. Cit., p. 444.
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(2) Lewis. N: Greeks in Ptolemaic..., p. 71.

(*) Retief. P. F & Cilliers. L: "Medical dreams in Graeco-Roman Times",

SAMJ, vol. 95, No. 11, 2005, p. 841.

/5%/) vy 3




C}E[ golhidl juall gLyl ju0 o3 ollall =/‘®§

J

Jaz Ladiey ¢ oimpall duglga (a5l dagia agal Qa¥) Gams (A Opaias
dahic yue esigr ol G (lae D 8yia pughla digSl) Tay ¢ DL
ol Awdall COLSN Ul agaatip cLaye s Joilally moliall (59509 ¢aeall
ai Ladicy . mpall 7g ya Ulaal 3l cuil€ ulaill ) ac olliag . cpulail)
Aol Ayl ald llan asi b ) iy ¢lansy el olibs)
giley Cinhal (ush (adBS sty ey alY) OIS Lo Wl iz ) als b
ot A S o e L JCE 5l (sl A3 Bsad) ol
Bpilie L) gllas OIS calinn ol S claiay oIS (21 Al jelan b oo s
o2k sl oz loall J8 Q33 All) dsbad) Gk g S ol pealll Guih e
Ay i€ bl L (haS) alS ) el aey gl wy g cdapeail
oty all aladiwl Jie cpal sl et o o Sag dale Aayan clodl)
sl ol AR aUal ol 5yptial) andi ol (gAY Aus¥ly lie Vs
@l elya) ai ol 13 LAY Liad) clehayl o aleaial) Gagila ol Ll
B Jobi 8y dliaall s S o oSl Gab ¢ agpal€ul aa Jlusl
el Gans 3 aed)
Lalgad ¢ asdipaSol (a caed ) v v ale () aa Aoy ddds Ll
s o) (e sl aagaias S AgN) ) Gse iy 193S s yead) o
aal S8 Addsl) sl i DAY (e ala DA e sS 38  ) 2 Ol
a4l gang (g D Baal (GAY cilig Lgalh il anally o (el
ey oy ) ale 4] Jsiid i o LS paaiaall SLbYI ) L
oLl A6 jelay LS aly) al yglh a8y . (oayall 138 (e slidl) Lgaiad 4Ty
b (sl i a8 caren 7 e Acanyall el pads (DY)

o

(') Retief. P. F & Cilliers. L: Op. Cit., p. 841.
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(') P. Oxy. 11. 1381. LL 61- 228.

(2) Ripat. P: "Expelling Misconceptions Astrologers At Rome", Classical
Philology, Vol. 106, No. 2, 2011, p. 132.
(*) Vitek. T: Op. Cit., p. 130.
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(') Koenen. L: "The Dream of Nektanebos", BASP, 22, 1985, p. 172.
(%) Ripat. P: Op. Cit., p. 133.

(*) Vitek. T: Op. Cit., p. 131.

(*) Hamori. E & Stokl. J: Op. Cit., p. 61.

(°) Vitek. T: Op. Cit., p. 132.
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(') Koenen. L: Op. Cit., p. 175.
(%) Ripat. P: Op. Cit., p. 136.
(*) Vitek. T: Op. Cit., p. 133.
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BASP: The Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists.

ZPE: Zeitschrift fur Papyrologie und Epigraphik.
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Artemidoros: Oneirocritica, Translated by: Augusto. M,
Lipsiae, 1805.
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P. Cair. = Service des Antiquités de I'Egypte, Catalogue
Géneral des Antiquités égyptiennes du Musee du Caire. Die
demotischen Denkméler, I, Die Demotischen Inschriften,
ed. W. Spiegelberg, Leipzig, 1904.

P. Cair. Goodsp = Greek Papyri from the Cairo Museum,
ed. E.J. Goodspeed. Chicago, 1902.

P. Oxy = The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. XI, Nos. 1351—1404,
ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt. 1915.

UPZ = Urkunden der Ptoleméerzeit (altere Funde), ed. U.
Wilcken. |, Papyri aus Unteragypten. Berlin—Leipzig
1927. Nos. 1—150.

O. Hor = The Archive of Hor, ed. J.D. Ray. London 1976.
(Egypt Exploration Society, Texts from Excavations, 2).
Nos. 1—65; no. 1 is Greek, the rest Demotic.
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