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The role of parental support in reducing latent
delinquency among adolescents in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia
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Abstract

The current study aimed to provide an in-depth view of
the various latent dynamics of delinquency among
adolescents, one of the most important topics in criminal
psychology, and examine the effect of parental support
from each parent in reducing latent delinquency. The
study sample consisted of 321 adolescents of both
genders, aged between 13 and 17 years old, in middle
and high schools from different regions in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. The study tools were “The latent
delinquency scale” prepared by Dr. Ammal Abdelsamie
(2019) and ‘The parental support scale” prepared by Dr.
Amany Abdelmagsoud (2015). The results revealed
statistically significant differences between males and
females on all dimensions of latent delinquency. The
study also found that educational levels help determine
delinquency levels; middle school students showed
higher latent delinquency compared to high school
students. A large percentage of the sample are
moderately delinquent with varying percentages of high
and low delinquents. The study revealed no differences
in the total parental support that fathers and mothers
provide to their sons and daughters. There is a crucial
role in parental support, especially in intimate
relationships, in reducing latent delinquency. Targeted
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approaches that consider gender and educational level
while emphasizing the importance of intimate
relationships between parents and children are
necessary. Educational institutions, families, and local
communities must cooperate to reduce these behaviors,
and utilize research that develops educational and
intervention programs to improve the quality of these
relationships as prevention strategies for Ilatent
delinquency before it becomes security-threatening

behaviors for individuals and society.
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