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Information Architecture and Designing the
Wireframe of the Unified Portal of Arab Libraries and
Information Departments: A Planning Study
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Abstract:

Portals give large numbers of internet users access to various kinds of services,
information, and information sources. By visiting portals, users can find all what
they need in one place, instead of wasting their time navigating several websites in
search of services or information. Departments of libraries and information in Arab
universities have websites that are frequently visited by Arab researchers, students,

etc. Therefore, the present study is concerned with the question of the possibility of
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designing wireframes for a unified portal comprising websites of Arab departments

of libraries and information, so as to save the time and effort of the users of these
websites. The study found that it is possible to design such wireframes, and thatit is
important to use the techniques of architectural engineering in planning and
designing the portal in question. The study recommended, among other things, that
all necessary efforts be exerted with the aim of completing this important project.
Funds and human resources, for instance, should be dedicated to it, and rules and
regulations necessary for operating the portal should be formulated as soon as
possible.
Keywords: Information architecture, portals, wireframes, Arab departments of
libraries and information
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Users + Context + Content=1A “EE eIy
- Ethnography
Professi ID I 2 - Usability Te:llng
Balance your strengths by - Usability Inspection
exploring other areas.... B e
P . Experience Requirements
We all come from a background _.'/
that fits into one of these areas. For / \ v f
example, you might have a Users Content

background in technical B
communications and therefore Wy I A N

sy feelvery corofortable working 7\ Content sz
with content. Or you might have h _ XML and Metadata

an MBA and feel especially strong | N ) - Thessunm Development
about your skills in the business. T ; - Site Architecture
context area.| suggest taking one Context _g::lm:gmm
of these "majors” and - Navigation and Labeling
complementing it with a "minor” in
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you're that MBA, consider boning
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address gaps you may feel in your N/ A
understanding of users.

http /e loukrosenfeld.com
~ CO ntext s«sandroies
- Defining Business Needs
Of course there's overlap in these skills and roles. - Project Management
Where does card sorting fitin - undler Users or Content? - Project Scope and
The important thing to remember is that we're a E=00
multi-faceted bunch, and that it's a rewarding
experience to explore outside your own area of
expertise as you develop your career.
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