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From the threshold to the contents of the text
(A semiotic approach to the play “Mere Trash”* by the Iraqi
writer: Qasim Matrud)
Saber Okasha Qali’i
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism - Faculty of Arts - Al-
Arish University - Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: dr.saberarts2020@gaiml.com
Abstract :
This research attempts to highlight the artistic, aesthetic and creative
features in the theatrical text “Mere Trash” by the Iraqi writer and
theater director Qasim Matrud. Using thresholds, textual
transcendences, and text implications in a semiotic approach that aims
to highlight these aspects in order to reproduce the theatrical text,
which represents a treasure of artistic creativity that does not spare
anyone who rides it. Like other distinguished creative texts, it should
not stop at one reading, as many creative texts need To readings that
address different angles, including: To highlight its aesthetics and
hidden artistic features, the matter is not limited to poetry only, but
these readings must be increasingly intensified towards various
creative prose texts. The text of the playwright Qasim Matrud
discusses reality in an enlightening mental discussion, using theater in
addition to entertainment as a social message, which aims to enlighten
the masses and make them aware of issues that are difficult to raise in
dictatorial societies. The creator of this theatrical text is trying to make
the reader and recipient a positive person, with awareness and vision,
who is not satisfied with the pleasure of reading or watching only;
Rather, it goes beyond identification with the idea. Therefore, the
writer made his creative text a circle that would connect the end of the
play with its beginning. So that the recipient remains involved in the
events, interacting with them. We are then facing the thresholds of a
play that deals with the suffering of the self that bears the concerns of
the other in its struggle with the oppressive and dictatorial regimes
that abhor science and culture and do not listen to the other voice. We
are also faced with a theatrical text that has a comprehensive vision of
the issue it addresses at the artistic level, as the writer used artistic
tools that transferred the theatrical text from a purely rhetorical sense,
to a theatrical text characterized by drama, suspense, excitement, and
artistic pleasure, in addition to other goals. Qasim Matroud excelled in
making the monodramatic text move from rhetorical, moving away
from the traditional dramatic structure that places the theatrical text in
a unified template (beginning - middle - end) to an exotic dramatic
structure with a message. The writer believes in the word action, when
words are mixed with thought and formulated; To reach the heart of
the reader, recipient, and viewer together; To make them a tool for
producing the theatrical text.
Keywords: Ataba, Qasim Expelled, Just Trash.
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