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Reasons for disagreement about the reasons for descent
An analytical study

Dr. Emad Hassan Marzouk
Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Arts - Al - Menofia University

Abstract:

Determining the reason for the revelation is not subject to ijtihad, but rather its
focus is on the companion’s narration of the incident due to which he witnessed
the revelation of the Qur’an. Therefore, it is assumed that there will be no
difference in mentioning the reason for the revelation because the incident in
which the verse or verses were revealed is one, and those who witnessed and
narrated it are reliable and their narrations are not disputed. However, this
difference has occurred, and there is much evidence mentioned by commentators
and compilers regarding the reasons for the revelation.

If understanding the reason for the revelation of the verse is helpful in
understanding its meaning, leading to directing its intent, then the difference in
the reason for the revelation will lead - without a doubt - to a difference in
directing this meaning, and not specifying what is intended.

This research starts from the problem of the difference in the reasons for the
revelation, trying to reveal the reasons for this difference. The research ended by
identifying five reasons that were behind this difference, which are:

-The difference is due to the difference in the ijtihad of the Companions in
determining the reason for the revelation

-The difference is due to disagreement about the formulas of the reasons for
revelation and their meaning

-The difference is due to the difference in the narration from the Companions,
strength and weakness

-The difference is due to the multiple causes of descent

- The difference is due to repeated descent

Key Words

Reasons for revelation, ijtihad, conflict, preference, repetition of revelation.
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