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Linguistic criticism in a manuscript (Treatise on
Rhetoric) by Abu Jaafar Ahmed bin Muhammad bin Ismail
bin Yunus Al-Muradi Al-Nahhas - (... - 338 AH) study and

investigation
Abdullah bin Khamis bin Sankar
Department: Rhetoric and Criticism — Al-Maarefa
University — College of Applied Sciences — Riyadh — Saudi
Arabia.
Email:abinsinkar@um.edu.sa
Abstract

This research involves the study and investigation of the
manuscript "A Treatise on Rhetoric" by Abu Ja'far al-
Nahhas. This manuscript explores linguistic criticism among
language scholars and presents a critical dialogue about the
poetry of Al-Nabigha and Zuhair. This dialogue occurs
between two linguists: Al-Khalil bin Ahmad and Yunus bin
Habib, with the narrator being Al-Kisaee and the transmitter
being Abu Ja'far al-Nahhas.

The study begins with an introduction that clarifies the
subject of the manuscript, the reasons for its selection, the
methodology used in its study, and the distinctive features of
this research. Following the introduction, there is a
biography of the author, discussing his pursuit of knowledge,
the praise he received from scholars, and responses to his
critics such as Al-Tanukhi, 1bn Hazm, and Al-Munther bin
Saeed, highlighting his notable works and his death.

The study then addresses certain issues within the
manuscript, such as linguistic criticism, the rhetorical
imagery among linguists, impressionistic criticism, the
indication of the literary work on the author's psyche, its
impact on the audience, and the differences among critics
(linguists) in identifying the foremost poet of the first
generation of Jahili poets. Subsequently, the research
provides information about the manuscript, including its
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name, title, authentication of its attribution to the author, its
features, its drawbacks, and a brief description of it.

Finally, the research compares the story mentioned in this
manuscript with the same story in "Diwan al-Ma'ani" by Abu
Hilal al-Askari, confirming that the scribe did not copy the 4
story from "Diwan al-Ma'ani," which serves as evidence forg*
its attribution to al-Nahhas. O
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