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History of means of communication from prehistoric
times to the Middle Ages
Nasser Shanan Shuraim Al-Subaie
Department of Radio, Television and Film, College of Media
and Communication, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University, Saudi Arabia.
Email: Nalsubai@imamu.edu.sa
Abstract:

Since the emergence of the first human civilization, the
complexity of human life has created the necessity of “extra-
body memory”; Or rather, a memory outside the body, i.c.
(“the media 1in early civilizations”). While oral
communication has passed the test of time as the main and
most available means for all human civilizations, the
research has been divided into: Media during the prehistoric
period. Among the most prominent forms of media during
the prehistoric period is drawing in caves or on rocks, small
forms that... Formed from bones and the famous clay tablets
that were carved from the massive enamel of teeth, bone
tools with engraved symbols and captions were used to
record cyclical events such as the phases of the moon. Clay
tablets recorded information that was vital in supporting
economic and commercial activities during those times.
period, He also discussed the media in ancient civilization,
as the Sumerians in Mesopotamia used clay while the
Egyptians used the abundant papyrus plant. Writing
developed from pictorial symbols to word-like structures
organized horizontally or vertically. In addition to clay
tablets and papyrus media, the ancient civilization of South
America used Kkipu, which are chains tied with knots that
were distinguished by a way that they could be read and
interpreted consistently. He also discussed media in the
Middle Ages. The Middle Ages were characterized by
advances in reading and writing techniques in Europe and
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the Middle East, which shaped the production of
manuscripts. After the fall of Rome, and the lack of political
ability, this was a characteristic of many civilizations. The
progress of writing in this era contributed greatly to the
translation of religious texts. By the end of the Middle Ages, A
reading formed an integral part of civil life in legal and%*
administrative activities.

Keywords: History of communication - Means ofi
communication - Prehistoric times - The Middle Ages Y
Media - Ancient civilization.
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