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A Study of the Phenomenon of Early Marriage for Rural Girls
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Abstract:

The study mainly aimed to identify the extent of the prevalence
of the phenomenon of early marriage for the girls in the past and
present in the study area, to identify the preferred and actual age of
marriage for girls, the extent to which household heads are aware of
the harms of early marriage for girls, determine the percentage of
those who prefer to marry their daughters early, and identify the
relationships of some personal, family and community variables to
the age of wives at marriage, and the extent to which heads of
household are willing to marry their daughters once they reach
puberty.

The field study was conducted in two villages in the Beheira
governorate on a random sample of 538 household heads. The data
was collected using a partial social survey method by conducting
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personal interviews with the respondents. Several different statistical
methods were used to analyze the data and testing the hypotheses.

The results of the study indicated that the phenomenon of early
marriage for girls is still widespread in the study area at a rate of 7.4%
of the total number of wives, and the phenomenon is less than it was
in the past, and that about 30% of household heads are ready to marry
their daughters as soon as they reach puberty, and that about two -
thirds of respondents don't realize the harms of early marriage for
girls, and that most early marriages for girls take place for the purpose
of relieving parents of the burden of caring for girls and that fear of
them being exposed to delinquency and transferring responsibility to
their husbands. The results of the statistical tests indicated statistically
significant differences between the preferred age for girls 'marriage
and the actual age at marriage, as well as it indicated that there is
inverse relationship between the educational level of the spouses and
the actual age of the wives at marriage. The study concluded by
discussing its most important results and presenting several proposals
to confront the phenomenon of early marriage for rural girls.
Keywords: marriage, rural women, lake.
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