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Orientalism and Cultural Dynamics: The Problematic of the Self and the Other
A Socio-cultural Approach
Abstract

The interplay between Eastern and Western intellectual-cultural spheres has constituted a
key controversial issue in the critical cultural discourse. This East-West interaction has
contributed to the formation of the understanding of the Self as opposed to the Other across
societal, psychological, scientific, artistic, and literary dimensions. In the Arab World,
orientalism is a significant phenomenon of this cultural interaction and one of its key facets.
Orientalism has garnered increasing interest in recent decades, more so in Europe and America
where it is extensively researched than it is in Arab countries.

In addition to being tackled in numerous multilingual newspapers and journals almost on
a daily basis, orientalism was the focus of various conferences held across Europe and America,
delving into various issues such as "the Self and the Other", "the East and the West", or "Islam
and the West", among others. This discourse has evolved to reach the classification of Samuel
Huntington’s® "the Clash of Civilizations", essentially referring to the conflict between the
Islamic and Western (European-American) civilizations, and to be classified by many as the
confrontation of the future too.

The persistence and sustained interest in this discourse in literary and cultural studies
may be attributable to the ideas that were furthered by Orientalism into the mindsets of both the
Self and the Other, despite all advancements in various fields. This discourse was further fueled
by the attempts of the Arab Self to position itself, assert its identity, and then to engage in a
dialogue with the other. These attempts endeavor to foster a new representation through
coexistence and interaction, without accounting for differences in identity or the geographical
distribution of communities.

Consequently, this research poses a fundamental concern: How did the dichotomy
between the Self and the other evolve, and how were its features formed under the influence of
Orientalism? From this concern, three key questions arise:

1) How did the dichotomy of the Self and the Other crystalize via intellectual convergence
on one hand and intellectual conflict on the other?

2) What was the role of culture within society, and how did it become an essential
constituent of identity, specifically within the context of Orientalism?

3) How can a constructive dialogue be fostered between the Self and the Other in the era of
globalization?

Keywords
Orientalism, Globalization, The culture, Acculturation, The Language, Identity, The Self
and the Other.

2 ) -Samuel HUNTINGTON(1927- 2008): American political intellectual. Has worked as
professor at Harvard university for more than 50 years. He was the father and founder of the
theory of Clash of civilisations, which sparked controversy on both political and intellectual

levels all around the world (www.aljazeera.net, reviewed on 7/4/2024 ).
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