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(The Reflections of The Corona Pandemic on The
Auditor’s Work and Its Impact on The Audit Report
in light of International Standards)
Abstract:

Study Objective: The study aimed to understand the impacts of the negative
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on audit practices and its influence on
audit reports in accordance with international auditing standards. This
pandemic represents a case of uncertainty that auditors faced, and the study
seeks to utilize the findings in the event of similar future crises. To achieve
this objective, the researcher aimed to highlight the key reflections of the
COVID-19 pandemic's negative consequences on auditors' work while
suggesting measures that could assist auditors in performing their tasks and
preparing reports.

Design and Methodology: The researcher conducted a field study involving
academics, auditors, and researchers in accounting and auditing. The sample
included 120 completed questionnaires, which were analyzed using SPSS
statistical analysis software to identify the main implications of the negative
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on auditors’ work, as well as the
procedures that support auditors during their work and report preparation in
circumstances of uncertainty.
Results: The field study results revealed a statistically significant relationship
between the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and audit practices. Key
impacts identified include client acceptance procedures, risk levels, audit
evidence, internal control evaluation, the entity’s going concern assessment,
subsequent events, accounting estimates, disclosure requirements, and the
type of opinion expressed in the audit report. The study also concluded that
there is a statistically significant impact of the proposed procedures on both
auditors' work and the audit report. Among these important procedures are
the necessity for auditors to adopt a professional skepticism approach,
reassess client acceptance procedures, materiality considerations, and risks,
design additional audit procedures to obtain sufficient and appropriate audit
evidence, increase disclosure in the audit report, and be cautious about the
type of opinion expressed by the auditor.

Originality and addition This study contributes to understanding the
changes caused by the pandemic on audit practices and the reflection of its
impact on report content and the type of opinion issued by auditors in more
detail. It also provides supporting measures for auditors and audit reports to
address these impacts in line with international auditing standards.

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, international standards, auditor work,
auditor’s report.
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