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Social Conditions in Tunisia in the Sixteenth Centty

Through the Vision of the Spanish Traveler Marmol Cawvajal

Dr. Mohammed Ragab Zaki Tammam

» Abstract

Carvajal's book "Africa" is one of the importantr&pean works
written in the sixteenth century about the Africaontinent in
general, and its north in particular. This book vpamted in the
nature of travel and captivity at the same timeitasuthor was a
Spanish soldier who served in the army of Emperoartés V, or
Charlecant, and his work developed into spy irgetice work. This
source comes in second place in importance after kdbok
“Description of Africa” by Al-Hasan Al-Wazzan, atdse two
authors were contemporary. Although Al-Wazzan's kbdoes not
raise many problems in terms of its content, with eéxception of
some news that is far from reality as a resulthef tonditions of
captivity that Al-Wazzan experienced; Carvajal, the contrary,
raises the problem of the extreme intolerance afs@iinity against
Islam. Despite this prejudice and these falladiess important to
study Carvajal’s vision of the Islamic society inofth African
countries, as he is one of the few European souhadsdealt with
the history of that society during the sixteentimtaey AD. We
chose Tunisian society, which includes what Karladldalled the
“Kingdom of Tunisia,” which includes four regionsTunis,
Constantine, Tripoli, and the Zab. In order for tos form a
comprehensive picture of the conditions of Tunissagiety during
the sixteenth century, social conditions in the d€iam of Tunisia
and its four regions will be monitored.

Keywords: Marmol Carvajal, Kingdom of Tunisia, social
conditions
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