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Abstract:

The election management system plays a crucial role in
overseeing the electoral process in any country. Its ability to adhere to
international standards of neutrality, integrity, and credibility
significantly influences the possibility of achieving a peaceful

transition of power. The Senegalese presidential elections held in
March 2024 serve as a critical test of these capabilities. This paper
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uses the systems analysis approach and the institutional approach to
examine the extent to which Senegal's electoral management system
can facilitate a peaceful alternation of power. The study finds out that
the 2024 Senegalese presidential election results underscore the
importance of transparent and credible election management. The
acceptance of the election outcomes by the losing parties, and their
subsequent concession, was pivotal in enabling a peaceful alternation
of power in Senegal.

Key words: Senegal- presidential Elections- peaceful Alternation
of power- Bassirou Diomaye Faye- constitutional council.
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® Ibid, pp. 92- 93.

@ ACE project:  Electoral Management, available at:
https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/em/introduction/em10/ accessed
on 30 February 2024.
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3 Sean Dunne and Scott Smith: op.cit., p. 10.

19 1bid, pp. 5-6.
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Three Models of Electoral Managment

Independent
Model

Governmental

Mixed Model
Model

Indepondent
-
Such
|

|
- Governmuental
EMB

as: Buch as:
|

Central Ad hoc Electaral
Eloctornl oo ral CEC + or Council Local or  Ministry
Tribumnal Commisaian Miniztry + Miniztry Authoritios of Interior
of Justice af Interior

Source: Sean Dunne and Scott Smith: Electoral Management
during Transition: Challenges and prospects, IDEA policy paper,
(Stockholm: International Institute for Democratic Electoral Assistance,
August 2012), p. 8.

Of CllaxV) gy clie s o cany o)) s @A) z3salll IS Ul

Dbl 5 LagSall bl 5l Y Lol e ccipdl) Gipnn Y Vil ek

19 1pid, pp. 8-9.
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1% jonathan Hartlyn, Jennifer McCoy, and Thomas M. Mustillo:
“Electoral Governance Matters: Explaining the Quality of Elections
in Contemporary Latin America”., in Comparative political studies,
(Volume 41, Issue 1, Jan 2008), pp. 74- 76,
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epdf/10.1177/0010414007301701/

U7 Francisco Javier Aparicio and Sandra Jessica Ley: “Electoral
Institutions and Democratic Consolidation in the Mexican States,
1990-2004”, (Mexico city: Centro de Investigacion y Docencia
Econdmicas, December 2008), p. 13,
http://investigadores.cide.edu/aparicio/Aparicio&Ley_Electorallndep

DTEP208_08.pdf/

1% Shaheen Mozaffar: “Patterns of Electoral Governance in Africa's
Emerging Democracies”, International Political Science Review,
(Montreal: International political Science Association, Vol. 23, No.
1, Jan 2002), p. 89.
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(9 Aaron Segal: “Can Democratic Transition Tame Political

Succession?”., in Africa Today, (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, Vol. 43, no. 4, 1996), p. 371.
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@ Harrison Idowu and Oluwafemi Mioko: “Enabling Factors for
Peaceful political power alternation and democratic consolidation in
Ghana and Nigeria”, Taiwan Journal of Democracy, (Taipei:
Taiwan Foundation for Democracy, vol. 16, no. 1, July 2020), pp.
165- 166.

@ Harrison Adewale Idowu, N. Oluwafemi ‘Femi’ Mimiko: “Election
Management Systems..., op.cit., p. 93

@ Wonbin cho and Carolyn Logan: “Looking towards the future:
Alternations in Power and popular perspectives on Democratic
Durability in Africa”., Comparative political Studies, (vol. 47,
Issue 1, 2014), pp. 34- 36.

@3 Samuel Huntington: The third wave: Democratization in the late
twentieth century (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991),
pp- 208- 209.
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@6 Netchy Mbaeze, Chukwuma Rowland Okoli and willy Okonkwo:
“political power Alternation and Electoral violence in post- colonial
Africa: Experiences in Nigeria and Kenya, 1999- 2006,
Socialscientia Journal of the social Sciences and Humanities,
(Awka: The Centre for Research and Propagation of African Heritage
and Development, vol. 2, no. 3, September 2017), p. 19

@7 Andrew Little, Joshua Tucker and Tom LaGatta: “Elections, Protests
and Alternation of power”, Journal of politics, (Chicago: The
University of Chicago press Journals, Vol. 77, no. 4, October 2015),
pp. 1143-1144.
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@® International Foundation for Electoral Systems: Electoral system
design, available at: https://www.ifes.org/our-expertise/election-
integrity/electoral-system-design/ accessed on 1 May 2024

@9 International foundation for electoral systems: Election Snapshot:
Elections in Senegal: 2024 Presidential Elections, available at:
https://www.ifes.org/sites/default/files/2024-
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03/2024%20Presidential%20Elections%20in%20Senegal %20FAQs.
pdt/ pp. 1- 2, accessed 1 April 2024.

6% Nigel Walker: Senegal: 2024 presidential election, (London: house
of commons library, research briefing, April 2024), p. 8, available at:
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-
9990/CBP-9990.pdt/ accessed on 1 May 2024.

G Constitution De La Republique Du Senegal Du 22 Janvier 2001,
Titre 111, Articles 27, 28. https://wipolex-
res.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/fr/sn/sn006fr.pdf/ accessed in 11/ 03/
2024.
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accessed in 18/ 03/ 2024.

©3) République du Sénégal: Ministére de ’Intérieur: Organisation des
élections, available at: https://interieur.sec.gouv.sn/processus-
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3 University of Florida: Trans-Saharan Elections Project: op.cit, p. 1
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AlE ples (g S o Sl 138 tp Y Gan et Lad (pibalgall Caiig e
Sl eV Gyl e Y o Loy de dwad U8 glil S50 (S0 cualdl
ARy (Y1 e logy oDy cllAaY) dege Ja gl e LB A e
Laalall Olal elimel (i e daladlly ¢l gundipall wlgy Cunidipall § U
s (il Clilad 3 ehaly Y1 8 e cuieall glBY) Sha sliacls
oxlsally Gaidasl) Gudhall loal 8 A LAy (pEY) She A8 B Lgadlye
(AN G9lE ety T laiae 4 aaiy
Aliedl Aglan) dabgll Lall i) Gel e (JV) saldl i,
& Lalll LD e Baleal) Caagy elldg cdunsgall odg] Jlally 35l P!
Y Gl 00 Ly 2 e eiSar 5 sail e (AT ilunal) dgalse
AanY) Liall elimel e aaall Gy N adll il pag S hagan
oo il Al Lol @l e Jle pid daly 508 Jageial Aliid) Al

©9 Droit Afrique: Sénégal Code électoral 2021: Loi n°2021-35 du 23
juillet 2021, ArtL.11., pp. 3- 4, https://www.droit-
afrique.com/uploads/Senegal-Code-2021-electoral.pdf/ accessed on
11 March 2024.

@9 République du Sénégal: “La Commission Electorale..., Op.cit,
Article L. 2.
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L) e Apedl) 4l 3 s ) Y1l zsiaall Gassdl "Bl 4l
Uasin Jici (€ Slaal &0 )y 2u o calgdl Gaall 138 DA oK1 L2l
) Augl) el (aliiaall dydagll Aulany) dialll cliacl of ) le ol
(M gdana s Alan¥) dlenl) e 3 Lygne 50 canls

Le Conseil constitutionnel du Sénégal () siwdl) (udaal) —¥

L e Ble sy (Jiadl (B gl Alaall 5y (grgimall Gulaall Jsu
e Aol Glali s Guilsdll 38155 (sae aniiy Lypas daidae daadico 40008
Alead adali Ll Glia ol Jladd) Plina) die 4l KL pasg . gical
asth Ll LaSaall cul€ 144Y Lle Jdy . psieall JUeY) A8he (e Agi
il Olely claydsy padyall Al s Ayl GLLAEU Gaadiall Jhdiab
Lol LS L lgalal sl olaf 2ay el Cdiiall dojsgand) Gty Casaliy cAuass)
ofbldl C clelpall QUiSy adelll Gl ol djgies 8 ks
Al CladlaYl e e 38 299X e gl Yo g Lhinly dpe il
olaall 2 a casell dedeal) el b ddliad el S ela] ge il
L YY) Oslal) Cngar deasnsls diag (Algall Gulaay Gl daSaay (5)gial
Llall AeSadlly Gles ddasie culS ) ciladlal) (gysill Gulaall g <149
dilaall (8 Loae Yy cdoyginal) Jilsall (8 135 ¢ cpilsl) )y5ices dadlper (3lay Lagd
G Jicy ool palaaial L) Gl lly cuilagl) Lulasy) clehll Al
sy Glly (8 Loy sl ae dadlly gpalall Guildll 38l5 (a0 anls o 53l
Ll s b Ouall daSae ol dlgall Gulae plel deSlaal) ol anddlie o5 Lo
Sliglly wSlad) Jee alai il daSae gty cdlgall aladd 5laY) e 405,
L5 5L

“D University of Florida: Trans-Saharan Elections Project: op.cit, p. 2
Le Conseil constitutionnel du Sénégal, available at:
https://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/nouveaux-cahiers-du-conseil-
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By )y iy ad) sty sliacl duad e el Gadaall callig
elg] (S Yy cwaaall AL 2 Glsine T (grgamall alaall (8 LY Baay . 5LE
Jaall G sl cagall e el V) agiy elgml U8 (g)siall Guladl) cliach alga
(0 B e ) Ball) ) Ol 8 lgle (asaaial) Jag il gy ¢ Sl
Bisdie duy Aujsgenll Lty agiimy (o) Adloadl) ciliglly Sladll sladl WIS,
Sy sl @)l ¥ g)gil) Galaall sliael ot Gl celiatll eI uladl)
D5 g oot dagllaall Jagydll elafil Jaydy cdoysgandl ety JB (e agiass
oalill W oo Lad' ol e ab Gus cpadaddl gleac] Pl Yoo
o aajlatial ol agile (il ol ()il alaall cliacl daade jsan ¥ cdayally
sliae L) aady Al Jagpall Gaiing Aalall Bl (e 03 V) Lilia agieSlae
G e el paad) ChE G JSAL uaag dalaall Glsay Llall deSal
D38l 4))3y) bl gaens Aalall bl dojla g ¢alall
Ciage ol M (Ggiwdll Galaddl Glalaidly aladia )kl
(VY A YY) (i) Gelaall ptid) o) sl e GulsY) pBald)
4y cbmaall L3Nl LD iy 1 b L sl Galaall )8 dua
Jod cugemall bl Ljgied chpanpdill WSS dualanl) daulall gplsal
gl SN Lysin o Sl Ja¥) @l Bty duydnl s il
el A Ly (el deSadl) bl deghyad)l Lysicall axe e clalieV)
(sl Gaadag sty cgl) by Lagesydnll ddabdly Al ddaladl (G paluaidl)
oo Wl cle 05l Aygias e (Plel Cangr Grsndll Calaall Bl (g0 a8y Gea
e ) eainad) Sl Gl 48O Gl e oLl A DA dyegan) udy U
LS L35l Lais DA sl Gadae sliact (e Bhdie e Ji Y Glgill (e sae U
LAl ey dyjsgenll Aulyl mapl cllh G gl Gdsddl gy

constitutionnel/le-conseil-constitutionnel-du-senegal/ accessed on 1
March 2024.

@3 Constitution De La Republique Du Senegal Du 22 Janvier 2001,
op.cit., Titre VIII - Du Pouvoir Judiciaire, PP. 24- 26.
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) geal) Al Aasdle die ¢ bl Galaall o de ¢l el G5ilE g5 5
Ly gl s ga Jualil

Al clia —¢

G e Jliall & cblasy) iy 8 lsal Asliadl) ciligll (s allaias
La Cour LSl b Cilindy) deSae cligh @l 550 e Jady ccibiginal
Llaal) pallaal) wblamly dalaiall cilejlia) & @i Ally «d'Appel du Dakar
(3 gall il gl Gallaadly dlaill Cajal) liac] cllan) s 1S5 Al

Le dyadly dnendl LN bl Gaaall Lad dlis celly ) dilayl
daud aa sdly «Conseil National de Régulation de 1’ Audiovisuel
S asall ALE e Clsie T agiVy Bae (5Ss dysganl ady agin sliac]
pelliie) o) duyad) damacdl 50 Jidagl) (alaall elinc] daadle ar Yy ¢olaly)
il lie g S oY) Sl sasi (A JadVL Bl Lad agiSlas
Lobarl) Ldhye alaall (dgiy V00T daad £ 48y Goildl) asary L agiilly dusjles
eblls dasbiad) Glagleall Gy dalhe Gl (8 Lo dnlan) duleall uleY)
Aaabid) CHAY) Cabidal Gl gl Gaadsy ¢ulalsall CaE el daclY)

@9 République du Sénégal: la loi organique n° 92-23 du 30 Mai 1992,
Articles 1, 2, available at:
https://www.dri.gouv.sn/sites/default/files/LO1/1992/comP4%2010i%
20decentralisation%20et%?20travail/LOI1%200RGANIQUE%20N%2
0199223%20DU%2030%20MAI1%201992/L.LO1%200RGANIQUEY%
20N%20199223%20DU%2030%20MA1%201992.pdf/ accessed on 1
March 2024.

@) République du Sénégal: Ministére de la Justice du Sénégal, La
Cour d'Appel du Dakar, https:/justice.sec.gouv.sn/pouvoir-
judiciaire/cours-
dappel/#:~:text=La%20Cour%20d'Appel%20statue,des%20conseils
%20des%200rdres%20professionnels/
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AEN) padly dmeddl SleYl dilus e Lo Gl Sl adndl
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plad Alanndl Bauliyl cllay) ) b cupal ) ) A caecs)
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Aol lew o Duadl) Ka liag .l e aie il L e 135S dylany)
A5 s s (8 abond) 2l I s i gana ) gl 230
sy 2l

Boabad) A =Y

padl A clbhcaly Elaal) e dla Aall Lwbud) 40 cagd
Pk Lo Glan¥l el aal (e daly ccnllam) e dalud)

Aulipll sSigu olaie madii b -

Jaal) Jal e sl (8 AW Cpilagl’ Coia pie ¢ sSign Oldie au
Patriotes africains du Sénégal pour le travail, (—aiuwl) "5sa¥ls Y

@9 Le Conseil National de Régulation de I’Audiovisuel, available at:
https://www.cnra.sn/do/supervision_elections/ accessed on 3 March
2024.

@7 République du Sénégal: Loi N° 2006-04 Du 4 Janvier 2006,
Portant Creation Du Conseil National De Regulation De
L’audiovisuel (CNRA), chapiter 2, Atrticle 7,
https://www.cnra.sn/do/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/LOI-2006-04-
PORTANT-CREATION-DU-CNRA.pdf/
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Syl Gl 8 Ly cdibid a@;s;j“s Cagag Ay .aludll tea Ligl) ddblge Juads
el alb Lald o Al adlgy @ld Ll Gsllaall Lheay lly ¢ gl
Lgyal Cagias ye alea 3 V) chanll Galay ae el L Badl afde s
S o) 8 L YOYY ple ahies Sige il il . il Gslall Tk ol
Sisw g9l e pladal e Blats) alakall e Clya) 2y edSu)
GV (sld sl s pal PASTEF 1 hlia)l Geusally dbra ) zedisll
n dan @l dasSall o e pe)ll ey asadii e sl padaall Gaa

INCLAY ( Lals calils Lty culas (5l dbes o V) PASTEF

LAY Jally Qe B @ siudll Gulaall (b —¥

Jnly Bowe e losuye Jlo Sbe Gudll ol (YoVE iy v 3
asmyall 13g) aday ¢ b Yo 3 lashal poadl e oIS A duuliyl cllasy)
Olds Gigldar @lld Mas (e e Jdal Al cblaw) dab s
Sl e @l bl gygiuall Gadaall am Cigag lalgdl i Widlaas
Al Y cdegi el LA 1aa IS daly ALl LlAnY sadieall Cpadijl) AdlE
sandl sl Lo 13 daly (Jlaiadl & cblas) G dab 8 ol J8 e Sasy
4l elpw daladl e Ml ce)) e o) Gils e (s D) by
(blan) Jab Al dueenl) clacl 8 YoYE b 0 8y anal
& Jle Gl A5 193309 ¥+ V£ jaanwy Vo 8 LA s 1300 lgaang
Gk by ela cilblany) Jaaly dbsl) Daeaad) )8 of SSAL pang ol ¥

@8 Catherine Lena Kelly: “Key Takeaways from Senegal’s

Presidential Election”, avaibable at:
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/key-takeaways-from-senegals-
presidential-election/ accessed 3/ 04/ 2024
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A 65y Al dpmaally lgume V4 5 ALll ladipe ) € 208 ¢Cugualil) daag
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e Gyl daal ¢ ool painally  Jaiad) aainall J8 o @aill dadls dunlag
G IV lsall s 0B Gy Jlss ebal Sgpim sle V) DA e plE o
Cadadlly Absll Amend) Gy AL Cpeatd (YLYY Gle Caatia B (gl
.(°')L§”LAAS\

ad Sl adsie ey LAl D ggeal) pdaddl Saal i Ve g
goml b CLlamY) eha) 8y9 i alaall lely L lblam¥) Jually wli)) o geal)
olel aly L YeYe il b Jle Gabll Ll AN elgul Jds (See i
sy el Lidag Dloa Ty o cgpginnl Galaall Sl dalialy atiilgn Jls Gyl
ians Lol Jleadll alaee a3elal S3) loal) U3 sag (Yo YE lyd Y1 &
V4 daal e Al miiye VW Sl adiaall Gladiie (e iy diajladl
AV Gandiall (e 0ly Jle Gl (s (Sl sl 8 eyl ol L mdine
G asdl (s cpule © (A lgady Al (g5l pulaall ) Sliagill Cuad)s
shg cpole YE gt A o Jla Gadll oled (Yo YE Gole T 8 4
bl (s au\;ﬂ Dsall e Ja L taa daly OV daill gysieall Galadl ;)ai Lo
2 Ol (AT Bal ey i) 8 Bl Blall 8 (g5l pdad 4
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@ Klaus Griitjen: The Republic of Senegal at a political turning
point as President Faye takes office, (Bonn: German Institute of
Development and Sustainability, policy brief no. 12, 2024), pp. 4- 5,
available at: https://www.idos-
research.de/fileadmin/migratedNewsAssets/Files/PB_12.2024.pdf/
accessed on 20 April 2024.

©9 International foundation for electoral systems: op.cit., pp. 1- 2.

©D Klaus Griitjen: op.cit., pp. 4-5.
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©2) International foundation for electoral systems: op.cit., p. 2.

©3) The Africa Centre for Strategic Studies: Senegal: March 24,
available at: https://africacenter.org/spotlight/2024-¢lections/senegal/
accessed on 20 Jan 2024.
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ale gl Llgs ind claiiye Jb 4l V) (bl Aladl Ajlae YAYY Lo Dls
e oY1 el Byaall g (Lgie %Y. ¢ Lawy GuSlgiaall lead Can)) Y4 YY
Bl Loti DA %A.A e Lialeds) (%V.Y adail) Jas Jagio gl Y YT ole
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©% TInternational Monetary Fund: Senegal: first reviews under the
extended fund facility, the extended credit facility, and the
resilience and sustainability facility arrangements, IMF Country
Report No. 23/435, p. 44 available at: https://www.imf.org/-
/media/Files/Publications/CR/2023/English/1SENEA2023003.ashx/
Accessed on 2/ 01/ 2024

©3 World Bank: Inflation, Consumer prices (annual %), available at:
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/FP.CPL.TOTL.ZG?locations=SN
[ accessed on 11/ 03/ 2024.
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Source: World Bank: Inflation, Consumer prices (annual %), available
at: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/FP.CPL. TOTL.ZG?locations=SN

o) Jare pliiy) - ¥
L) e fen <8 Juiad) b Alad) Jaee gl Jsall @il o)l
OV Gams Sl a8 Y YT e 8 %Y gai ) Allad) Jaee Jeay Cus
el aal dlly Jad %0 sai Jawd i) QLA Gu Akl Jaee o e
% s e SSE S QL AES o @lly ) bl 13y . Lindl e (8 Y el
bl e Ol cdat Ogale YA gad aaaae &L Jliddl GlSu 2e Jlea] e
YT S el Al ) ) il 8 Tewls Slle Ll opalill IS of

©9 International Monetary Fund: op.cit., p. 45.

©” Emmanuel Yeboah: Briefing Paper: Senegal’s Electoral and Political
Environment ahead of the February 25, 2024 Elections, available at:
https://wademosnetwork.org/2024/02/briefing-paper-senegals-
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Source: World Bank: Senegal: Total Unemployment (% of total
labor force), available at:
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS
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Gl Takss . Mol Gabpl) i (o Badlly AT (a3 Bye gy cJlaiad
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Uarn U5 M) a1 ol gy VE e 5pald couall Alaiy) dlaal) alis
LY agaaly od ALl DA e cdunia dage bl agrungy Cpadinall e
LolamV) dleal) 5 oy 28 Jadlly glY) Golia e apanby il ¢ L,

electoral-and-political-environment-ahead-of-the-february-25-2024-
elections/ accessed on 1/ 03/ 2024.
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©¥ Coumba Kane: Senegal's presidential election: Amadou Ba, the
governing coalition's candidate by force, available at:
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-
africa/article/2024/03/24/senegal-s-presidential-election-amadou-ba-
the-majority-s-candidate-by-force_6648725 124.html/ accessed on
25 March 2024.
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souverain, juste et prospére, available at:
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accessed on 20 March 2024.
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72 Sidy Mohamet: “Résultats de la présidentielle au Sénégal:

découvrez en temps réel les voix cumulées par candidat”, Senego,

available at: https://senego.com/resultats-de-la-presidentielle-au-

senegal-decouvrez-en-temps-reel-les-voix-cumulees-par-
candidat 1678411.html / accessed 30 March 2024.
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7 Election présidentielle du 24 mars: le rapport final de la Mission
d’observation électorale de I’UE:
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ort%20final MOE%20UE%20Senegal 240524.pdf / accessed on 30
May 2024.

@9 African Union: African Union Election observation mission to the
24 March 2024 presidential election in the Republic of Senegal,
Preliminary Statement, available at:
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/43667-pr-
Preliminay_Statement_in_English.pdf/ accessed on 1 April 2024.
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