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ABSTRACT

This study aims to answer the following questions: Is Arabic
unique in this phonemic reduplication? Or is this reduplication
something that some Semitic languages share with Arabic? Which
of these languages does it share? Which of them did not include
this phonemic reduplication in the structure of their words? Do the
languages that share with Arabic agree on the medial phonemic
reduplication? Are there characteristics that distinguish one
language from another? Or are they all common characteristics in
all Semitic languages?

The study method is the comparative method based on
description and analysis of each of the semitic languages.

Results: The study concluded that Arabic is the most Semitic
language in terms of the structures of the medial connected
reduplication, followed by Akkadian, Hebrew, Syriac, Ge'ez,
Mandaean, and finally Ugaritic. The Semitic languages were
divided into two groups in terms of accepting absolute
reduplication, one group that accepts it without restriction or
condition, and the other group that restricts and stipulates it. The
first group includes Arabic, Akkadian, and Ugaritic, and the
second group includes Mandaean, Syriac, and Hebrew. The
Semitic languages agreed on some things and differed on others.
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The study identified the points of agreement and disagreement
between them. It also identified the meanings mentioned by
Semitic scholars for reduplication, and commented on that with
criticism.

Keywords: reduplication; phonemic; connected; redundant;
medial; Semitic languages; morpho-phonology; comparison.
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Glinert: The Grammar of Modern Hebrew, p.428; Kutscher: A History of the Hebrew
language, p.6; and Paul Jotion: A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew, p. 109.
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