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Professional competencies required for a teacher of
students with intellectual disabilities, as perceived by
experts
Abstract:

The aim of this research project is to investigate the importance of certain
professional competencies for teachers of students with intellectual
disabilities. These competencies include planning and activity skills,
assessment and evaluation, classroom and curriculum management, use and
design of technological tools, and teaching and learning skills. The research
also seeks to identify whether there are statistically significant differences in
teachers' perceptions of the importance of these competencies. To achieve this
goal, the researcher prepared a questionnaire to address the research project's
questions. The survey was administered to a sample of 134 teachers of
students with intellectual disabilities in the schools of the Al-Jouf region. The
results of the research project showed the perceived importance of each
component of the professional competencies under study from the perspective
of teachers of students with intellectual disabilities. Additionally, the results
demonstrated the overall importance of the five dimensions. There was no
statistically significant difference between classroom teachers, educational
supervisors, and evaluative supervisors in assessing the importance of any of
the professional competencies. However, there was a statistically significant
difference between male and female teachers of students with intellectual
disabilities in assessing the importance of the teaching and learning-related
competencies, which is the fifth dimension. Furthermore, there was a
statistically significant difference between teachers of different specialties in
assessing the importance of the professional competencies related to the first
dimension (planning and activities) and the second dimension (assessment and
evaluation). Some recommendations and proposed research were presented,
based on the theoretical framework, results of previous studies, and the results
of the current research project.

Keywords: Teachers, female teachers, professional competencies,
.intellectual disabilities
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