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The relative contribution of Overexcitability Patterns in
Predicting some Pathological Symptoms Among Gifted and
Ordinary Students at King Saud University
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Abstract

The current study aims to determine whether
Overexcitabilities can predict pathological symptoms of some
mental disorders (Somatization, obsessive-compulsive disorder,
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depression, anxiety, and Psychosis) among gifted and non-gifted
students. In addition to Identifying the differences in
Overexcitabilities among male and female students, gifted and
non-gifted students at King Saud University. In order to Achieve
the Study Objectives, The Overexcitabilities Questionnaire-Two
(OEQ-2) developed by Falk, Lind, Miller, Piechowski, and
Silverman (1999) and the Symptom Checklist-90-Revised (SCL-
90-R) developed by Derogatis (1994) were conducted on a
sample consisting of 586 students at King Saud University, 325
gifted students, and 261 ordinary students. 240 Male and 346
female students in King Saud University's class of 1442AH.
Results shows that overexcitabilities have effectively contributed
to predicting pathological symptoms (somatization, obsessive-
compulsive disorder, depression, anxiety, and psychosis). It also
shows no statistically significant differences between gifted and
ordinary students in all Overexcitabilities except intellectual
overexcitability in favor of gifted students. In addition, there
were statistically significant differences between male and
female students in psychomotor Overexcitability in favor of male
students, and there were statistically significant differences in
emotional and sensual Overexcitabilities in favor of female
students, while there were no statistically significant differences
between male and female students in imaginational and
intellectual Overexcitabilities and overall Overexcitabilities.

Key words: Overexcitabilities - Pathological Symptom — Gifted
Students - Ordinary Student — King Saud University.
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