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Abstract

The study attempted to identify the most important determinants and
obstacles to the process of transition towards democracy, and started
from the hypothesis that “there are no specific determinants that govern
the process of democratic transition, as visions vary and vary between
multiple political studies, due to the influence of many obstacles in the
societal context of any political system on its identity.” And the limits
of the transformation process taking place in it”. After reviewing the
most important determinants, the nature of political authority, and the
manifestations of imbalances and obstacles to political transformation
in Arab countries, the study concluded with the following:

1 The Arab vision of the democratic transformation process is linked
to the disintegration and collapse of authoritarian regimes.

2_ Some Arab studies emphasize the necessity of having democratic
cultural values, “and these studies are influenced by Western thought,”
while other Arab studies put forward the idea of “renewing the Arab
mind”.

3_ Some Arab studies “influenced by Western thought” believe that the
external factor or dimension has a role in the process of democratic
transformation, while it is not included in other Arab studies as a
determinant of the process of democratic transformation.

4 Most Arab studies also believe that the biggest factor in the

slowness of democratic transformation processes is the continuation of
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traditional structures at the level of society and political authority
together. The increased dependence of the Arab citizen on the state in
all aspects of life, which weakens him before the authority, excludes
him from participating in it, and reduces his public political action.
There is no doubt that democracy has two economic and social wings,
and the minimum level of economic and social rights must be available,
otherwise all democratic procedures will turn into buying and selling.
Exercising the election process and what is related to it in conditions of
extreme poverty can lead to the buying and selling of votes, and
political parties can become merely a cover for tribal or regional
tendencies or a cover for personal leadership.

Keywords: democratic transformation - determinants of transformation

- obstacles to transformation - Arab countries.
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