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Abstract

A Program Based on the Integration of Soft Smart Power Tools to Develop
Strategic Thinking Skills for Social Studies Student Teachers

Author: Ahmed Arabi Salama Eid

Source: Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Faculty of Education,-Ain Shams
University, Egypt.

This research aimed to reveal the effectiveness of a program based on the integration
of soft smart power tools to develop the skills of strategic thinking for social studies student
teachers. The research problem was the weakness of strategic thinking skills for social
studies student teacher, which may result from following traditional methods and strategies
in the teaching and learning processes. Hence, there is a need to search for tools, methods,
issues, and programs that develop those skills and increase students, including the soft smart
power tools that have recently imposed themselves. This is also reflected in the consideration
of these tools and methods in teacher preparation programs in the current age. To address this
problem, a list of the soft smart power tools, a list of the strategic thinking skills, and a list of
the dimensions appropriate for social studies student teachers were prepared. The program
was then designed by specifying its foundations and philosophical principles, as well as its
procedures according to the general design model. The two research instruments were also
designed; namely, the strategic thinking skills test, and the scale. A group of 4" year male
and female students, Social Studies Department, Faculty of Education, Ain Shams University
were selected to participate in the research (n=40). This research employed the one-group
experimental research design. The results revealed the effectiveness of the program in
developing both strategic thinking skills for the research group students. This is evident
through the significance of the students’ mean scores in the pre- and post-administrations of
the strategic thinking skills test as a whole and with regard to each sub-skill, as well as the
scale with its various dimensions, where there are significant differences at the (+,+)) level.
The research recommended the importance of employing soft smart power tools in teaching
and learning social studies subject, integrating these tools into student teacher preparation
programs, as well as empowering the student teacher with strategic thinking skills that allow
him to practice his future role efficiently and effectively,

Keywords: Soft smart power tools, strategic thinking skills, social studies student teachers
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