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The Role of the Supreme Constitutional Court in
Protecting the Right to Participate in Public Life
An Analytical Study
Judge: Dr. Mohamed Salah Jabr
Counsellor at State Council
Abstract:

The Egyptian constitutional legislator has provided full
constitutional protection to the right to participate in public life,
making it a duty that every citizen must fulfill through
exercising participation mechanisms, namely the right to vote,
run for office, and express opinion in referendums.

International charters have also affirmed the right to
participate in public life. The drafters of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights were keen to stipulate it, as did the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The right to participate in public life occupies a supreme
position among constitutional principles in the modern era, as
legal systems have competed to enshrine it in their constitutions
and outline public participation mechanisms.

The Supreme Constitutional Court has played a pioneering
role in protecting the right to participate in public life,
emphasizing citizens' right to exercise public participation
mechanisms.

The Supreme Constitutional Court's role is also evident in the
important principles it has established in this regard, including
those relating to the relationship between the right to participate
in public life and other constitutional principles such as the
sovereignty of the people, citizenship, equality, and the
democratic system. It has also established principles relating to
regulating, exercising, and practicing this right by affirming the
impermissibility of the legislator restricting public participation,
preventing public participation on the grounds of lack of party
affiliation, preventing candidates from conveying their ideas and
opinions to voters, and the need to enable voters to form their
convictions.
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