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Iraqi Hajj convoys to the land of the Two
Holy Mosques during the llkhanid rule (656-
736 AH/1258-1335 AD)

Mustafa Khalaf Abdel-Al Mohamadeen
Department of History and Islamic Civilization, Faculty of Arabic Language in
Assiut

Email: mstfyknifpdalal@gmail.com
Abstract:

This research dealt with one of the religious aspects of the Middle Ages, namely
the Iraqi pilgrimage caravans to the Holy House of God during the rule of the
Ilkhanid state, and demonstrated the interest of the Ilkhanid Mongols in these
caravans and their management from their country (Iraq and the countries
beyond). What prompted the researcher to explain this aspect was to show some
important aspects of the life of the Mongols, despite the brutality and barbarism
that characterized them. However, the pilgrimage to the Land of the Two Holy
Mosques is the best evidence of the melting of some of them in the crucible of
Islam, and the change in their character and civilisation. The researcher
presented the route and routes of the caravans, and the main stations that were
on those routes. He also presented the Mongols’ interest in those caravans. And
their efforts to organize it, spend on it, and achieve security for it, by reducing
the danger of the Arab tribes residing on its roads, providing the necessary
guards for it, and appointing qualified people to lead it. The research showed the
impact of the political and military relations between the Ilkhanids and the
Mamluks on those convoys, and the treaties and agreements that the Mongols
made with the Mamluks in order to protect their convoys, ensure their security
and not attack them, whether this attack was by the Mamluks themselves, or by
the Arab tribes loyal to them. The research dealt with the charitable works
carried out by the Muslim Ilkhanids in the Land of the Two Holy Mosques,
whether by their llkhans, or by their princes, and their senior statesmen.

Keywo rds: Iraqi Hajj caravans , Land of the Two Holy Mosques ,
Ilkhanid rule.
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