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The Plight of Viziers During the Timurid Era
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Abstract:

The research paper examines the factors that contributed to the downfall of
viziers during this period, including involvement in the vizierate, the power
struggle among the Timurid dynasty’s heirs, the rash and impulsive political
actions of some vigiers, as well as intrigues and slanders against viziers.
Additionally, viziers misused their positions to oppress the subjects, failed to
safeguard public funds, embezzled state wealth, and some had ambitions to rule
independently. Finally, the country’s exposure to foreign invasion also led to
their downfall. After a vizier’s arrest, the investigation process would begin,
often assigned to one or more of his staunchest enemies. The interrogation
involved questioning the vizier about the accusations leveled against him, and he
would appoint representatives to defend him and prove his innocence. If the
charges were proven, he would write a confession statement in his own
handwriting, which would then be presented to the Sultan to issue his final
decision. Upon the conclusion of the investigation, the appropriate punishment
would be imposed, such as dismissal from the vizierate, imprisonment, fines, and
confiscation of the vizier’s and his sons’ and followers’ wealth. The viziers were
often subjected to torture and persecution by the jailers, and some even lost their
lives under torture. Executions by hanging and crucifixion were also among the
punishments that some viziers faced during this era.

Keywords: Plight, Viziers, Timurid Era.
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