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Abstract

Provisions of the distinctive sign in international humanitarian
law

In this research, we study the legal provisions of the
distinctive sign in terms of its content, historical evolution, and
legal foundations of these signs through the study of the legal
texts of these signs. We then address the legitimate use of
the distinctive sign, where the sign is used for purposes of
indication and identification, and also used for protection. We
then move on to the unauthorized uses, which include
imitation, misuse, deceit, as well as the responsibilities
arising from unauthorized uses, in light of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions and its Additional Protocols of 1977.

These emblems also have a much greater meaning, as the
red cross and red crescent, along with the red crystal in times
of armed conflict, are internationally recognized symbols of
the due protection of medical personnel, facilities and
vehicles of the armed forces and of licensed civilian medical
services. This includes the medical services of National Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (National Societies) when
they act as auxiliaries to the medical services of the armed
forces or when the authorities grant them the appropriate
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authorization to do so in accordance with the Geneva
Conventions.

Keywords: Use ; Protection; humanity; Emblem; distinctive Signs .
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