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Temples in Pharaonic Egypt Between
Sanctity and Desecration From the Old
Kingdom until to the End of the Late Period
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Abstract:

Religion played an important role in the life of humans in the Nile Valley,
which was clearly manifested in the religious structures built by the ancient
Egyptians, particularly the temples dedicated to the deities. Since religion was the
center of ancient Egyptian civilization and the driving force behind its movement,
it continues to represent one of the most important factors influencing its historical
course and the style of its civilization's development. Therefore, the temple, as a
place of worship, had a close connection to this civilization, profoundly
influencing it and being constantly affected by it. It is considered the basic cell for
various activities within the state. There is no doubt that the connection of the
temple to the state system and its close relationship with ancient Egyptian society
was one of the main reasons for its strength, influence, and impact. Based on the
status and importance of religion and its deep-rootedness in the hearts of the
ancient Egyptians, both religion and temples enjoyed a significant degree of
sanctity and sacredness that remained ingrained in the minds and hearts of its
rulers and inhabitants. This was clearly evident in the titles of their kings and their
royal attributes. Therefore, maintaining the sanctity of the temples and preserving
the sacredness of their deities was a top priority for the kings of ancient Egypt.

Keywords.- Temples -Gods , Sanctity , Desecration, Sanctification, Ancient
Egypt.
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