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Abstract:

With the rapid changes that libraries are witnessing, including the
spread of the concept of entrepreneurship and small projects among society to
confront economic recession and high unemployment rates, small businesses
and entrepreneurs have become an important community sector for public
libraries. And since libraries and information institutions of all kinds play a
major role in serving society and shaping its culture, public libraries
worldwide provide a range of services to support entrepreneurs and small
project owners at every stage of their development, from the project's idea to
its launch and sustainability. Despite the spread of information services,
programs, and activities for entrepreneurs and owners of small projects in
public libraries globally, besides many foreign studies have dealt with the
subject; However, it received no attention from Arabic studies, especially
regarding what Arab public libraries can offer.

Accordingly, the study defined its objectives in identifying the role of
public libraries in supporting entrepreneurship and small projects, shedding
light on the most prominent models of initiatives and projects of
entrepreneurship services and small projects in public libraries globally, and
monitoring the activities, services, and programs of Arab public libraries to
support entrepreneurs and Small projects owners, and finally an assessment of
the use of public libraries to their websites on the Internet to support
entrepreneurs and owners of small projects. The study relied on the multiple
case study method to achieve its objectives, using the checklist as a systematic
tool for data collection. The study reviewed the history of entrepreneurship
services and activities in public libraries and the global models of initiatives
and programs within its theoretical framework. The study dealt with the
services, activities, and initiatives of entrepreneurship and small projects in
nine Arab public libraries within its applied framework. The study concluded
with results and some recommendations.

Keywords: Public Libraries - Business Libraries - Information Services -

Public Library Activities - Entrepreneurship - Small Projects - Entrepreneurs
- Startups- Small Business
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