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The Economic Conflict over the Flanders Region in the Fourteenth
Century AD.
Dr. Huwaida Sayed Ali Muhammad

Abstract:

The Flanders region was one of the most important areas of conflict
between England and France, and this conflict was one of the causes of the
Hundred Years' War between the two countries. Therefore, England was
keen to gain followers within the territory that had been feudally affiliated
with France since the eighth century AD, while France continued to try to
have the upper hand in the region through its Count of Flanders. The region
was one of the most important European economic centers in the middle
Ages, in addition to its strategic location in northwestern France and facing
the southern coast of England. The cities of Ghent and Bruges, which
became among the most important centers of wool industry and export,
were the most important cities in that region. During the Anglo-French
conflict in the middle of the fourteenth century, Ghent succeeded in
becoming a major commercial center for the trade and distribution of food
grains in the region, which made it eligible to enter into a political or
economic conflict with who tries to put an end to its economic superiority,
even if the Count is the ruler of the territory belonging to France.

The Flanders Revolt, led by Ghent, was a clear expression of the region's
cities' refusal to change their economic policy or be deprived of their gains,
even if the French king, who was sovereign over the region, requested it.
The revolt was a dispute between the forces of Flanders and the Count of
Flanders, who was loyal to the French king. England intervened in the
conflict more than once to limit French superiority and eliminate the threat
of a French attack on southern England. The conflict in Flanders ended with
the signing of the Peace of Tournai in 1385 AD, which restored calm and
stability to the region and restored Ghent's economic and religious freedom.

Keywords: Flanders, The Hundred Years' War, Ghent Revolution, Peace of
Tournai, France, England.
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