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Abstract tAajalady) dalil danl) Galiiu
The research aimed to identify he research aimed to identify the artistic and
technical aspects of the shadow puppetry and the puppet show as one of the
Egyptian popular comedy arts, while stating the similarities and differences
between the Commedia dell'Arte and the Egyptian popular comedy represented
in the puppet and shadow puppet shows. The research was applied to a
sample of shadow puppet shows, which were represented in the shows (The
Crocodile) and (The Box of Tales) presented by the Wamda Troupe, written
and directed by / Nabil Bahjat, as well as the puppet shows (Puppet and
Puppet) written by Saeed Hajjaj, directed by / Nasser Abdel Tawab, and the
show "The Lazy Puppet" written by Al-Sayed Fahim, directed by Ahmed Ismail
Abdel Baqi. The study reached a set of results, including the agreement of the
methods and techniques of the directors of the Aragoz and shadow puppet
shows with the techniques of the Italian Commedia dell'Arte in using the
techniques of popular comedy. The language in the theatrical shows was
characterized by simplicity, clarity, and its proximity to the language of daily life,
which was in agreement with the traditions of Egyptian popular comedy. The
use of traditional characters in the Aragoz and shadow puppet shows (the
study sample) was common, and songs were used to prepare and attract the
audience, and urge them to participate in singing, either directly or implicitly, in
addition to the success of both Dell'Arte and the directors of the Aragoz and
shadow puppet shows (the study sample) in employing the techniques of
popular comedy. The Egyptian theater benefited from Italian comedy in two
important elements: the first is improvisation, and the second is cutting off

illusion and addressing the audience, in addition to the artistic techniques that
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were employed in the shows of the study sample (the satirical comic character
the character playing more than one role - colloquial dialogue - open

space...etc.).

Keywords:—Popular comedy — Commedia dell'arte — Shadow play and
puppetry
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