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A Syntactic-Semantic Study of Letters in
Light of ‘This is More Grammatical than That’

Statement: Phenomena and Justifications
Abd al-Rahman bin Awda al-Juhani

Department of Arabic Language, College of Education and Arts , University of
Tabuk , Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: Abdelrhmani2@hotmail.com
Abstract:

Arabic grammarians conducted extensive research on the letters of meaning,
substantially elaborated on their uses, clarified their meanings and
characteristics, pointed out the differences between them, and often made
various comparisons, and differentiated between them. Since the differences
among these letters are many, and the aspects of this differentiation are varied,
this study aimed to reveal one aspect of this differentiation based on their
statements: “this is more grammatical than this”; “this is more eloquent than
this”, “this is more thorough, or more certain than this in such-and-such”. This
study seeks to explain these grammaticalization phenomena and their reasons.

The study attempted to interpret the Arabic grammarians’ conclusions and
reasonings: [i:0a] “if’ is more grammatical than [mata] ‘when’ in the semi-letter,
the [sa] ‘will’ is more grammatical than the majority of the letters of ‘sawfa’
‘will’, [i:0a] ‘if’ is more grammatical than [I’_'Ialeu] ‘where’/’as’/’since’ in the
conditional, [la:] ‘no’ is more grammatical than [lan] ‘will not’ in negation,
[ma:] ‘what ¢ is more grammatical than [la] ‘no’ in the likeness of (is not),
[Imma] ‘cither’ is more grammatical in the doubtful form than [ aw] ‘or’, [ ild]
‘to’ is more grammatical in its use (as it indicates the end of the goal) than
hatta] ‘until’/’till’, and [ka’anna] ‘as if’ is more grammatical in comparison
from [kaf] ‘as’/’like’, [bal] ‘but’/‘rather’ is more grammatical than [lakinna]
‘but’ in the coordination letters, and [alladi] ‘who’/’that’ is more grammatical
than [ma:] ‘any’/’some’ in description.

Keywo rdsS: Letters , a grammatical-semantic study , “This is more
sluggish than that” , Phenomena and Causes..
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