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Political conditions of the Kingdom of Mali
during the reign of Mansa Suleiman (741-761

AH / 1341-1360 AD)
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Department of History and Islamic Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
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Email: yasserhanafi@wazhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The Kingdom of Mali is considered the most powerful African kingdom that
emerged in the western Sudan, and it began to emerge as a major power in this
region since the beginning of the seventh century AH/thirteenth century AD, which
distinguished itself from other Sudanese kingdoms; by the great role it played in
unifying the Sudanese tribes within states, units or kingdoms, in addition to its
prominent role in spreading Islam and calling for it in all the countries of western
Sudan.

The Kingdom of Mali surpassed its predecessor, the Kingdom of Ghana, in terms of
greatness, power, wealth, expansion and fame, thanks to the rule of powerful kings
who succeeded in extending their influence. It controlled the possessions of the
Kingdom of Ghana, and subjected the Kingdom of Songhai to its influence, and
continued to exist until the ninth century AH/fifteenth century AD. Thus, the
Kingdom of Mali, with its vastness and administrative apparatus, is, on the other
hand, living and realistic evidence of the ability of the people of Sudan in political
organization and economic investment.

The Islamic Kingdom of Mali reached the peak of its glory, power and expansion
during the reign of Mansa Musa (712 AH/1312 AD). However, following his death
in 737 AH/1337 AD, the kingdom entered a state of weakness due to the struggle
for power, until Mansa Suleiman (741-761 AH/1341-1360 AD) came to power. He
tried to restore the prestige of the kingdom after the deterioration it had reached
during the reign of his nephew, “Maga 1.” Mansa Suleiman was very successful in
recovering some of the lost lands, and he devoted himself to internal reform.
During his reign, Mali continued to expand and expand, and the tribes and cities
neighboring its borders were subject to it, and it was linked by political and
commercial relations with the countries of the Maghreb and Egypt.

Keywords.- Mali Kingdom, Western Sudan,Sub ,Saharan Africa Songhay

Kingdom, Mansa Suleiman
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