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The Humanization of Silent Nature in the Poetry
of Ibn Khafaja (- 533 AH):
A Study in the Light of Ecocriticism
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- Faculty of Arts, Damietta University

Abstract

This study seeks to read the Andalusian poetic text in a contemporary
manner, shedding light, with a modern critical perspective, on Ibn Khafaja’s
connection to his Andalusian environment. It also seeks to trace the impact of
the environment and ecological transformation on the poet’s choice of artistic
means that depict his close connection with the Andalusian environment. The
study addressees the definition of humanization and its origins, and of silent
nature. It also sheds light on the concept of ecocriticism, its origins, features,
procedures, the conditions that must be met in the creative environmental literary
text, the involved writer, and the critic. After that, the study deals with the
humanization of the earthly environment in the poetry of Ibn Khafaja, focusing
on the poem "Al-Gabal"(The Mountain). Then, it works on the humanization of
the celestial environment in "Al-Qamar" (The Moon). The study moves to
examine the characteristics of poetic prediction according to Ibn Khafaja through
diagnosis, environmental imagination, environmental contemplation, and
breaking the horizon of expectation in Ibn Khafaja’s relationship with the
environment.
key words: Humanization, silent nature, ecocriticism, Ibn Khafaja, Andalusian
poetry.
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