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Abstract

After the end of World War II, the world was divided into two opposing blocs: a
US-led capitalist Western bloc and a USSR-led communist Eastern bloc. The
United States used the policy of containment and the formation of alliances to
blockade communism and prevent the communist expansion. The Southeast
Asia Treaty Organization (known as SEATO), which was formed in September
1954, was one of such alliances. Pakistan joined this alliance (namely the
SEATO), although the soviet communist threat was not a priority for Pakistan,
which was primarily facing the Indian aggression. Thus, Pakistan joined this
alliance to resolve this Indian aggression that represented a threat and danger to
its existence and entity, particularly there was a number of problems between
Pakistan and India, mainly Kashmir, which led to the first war between the two
countries in 1947-1948. Therefore, Pakistan joined the SEATO pact and aligned
itself with the West in general to get the support of the West and obtain
economic and military aids that would enable Pakistan to face the threat of the
Indian aggression .

Consequently, the present research explores the challenges facing Pakistan after
its independence in August 1947 and India’s policy towards Pakistan. The
research also investigates the reasons that prompted Pakistan to ally with the
West and join SEATO and the position of this alliance on the India-Pakistan
conflict, specifically over the Kashmir issue. Additionally, the research
addresses the 1965 and 1971 wars that broke out between India and Pakistan and
it examines whether Pakistan achieved its objectives of joining the SEATO .
Keywords: Pakistan, India, United States, SEATO, Southeast Asia
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