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Abstract:

The significance of sultanic ceremonies has been profound throughout the history
of various nations, serving as a reflection of the customs and norms that embody the
ruling authority. Despite the diversity of languages, rituals, and movements across
different states, the court systems and ceremonies were perceived as a political theatre
where the Sultan could demonstrate his centrality and political prowess. The Sultan's
ability to uphold these rituals directly correlated with an increase in his prestige among
his subjects. Notably, the court of the Deccan region, particularly during the Bahmani
Dynasty, was distinguished by its elaborate court ceremonies and processions, both
official and unofficial. These occasions were strategically utilized by the Bahmani
Sultan to assert his supreme or near-divine authority. His adeptness in preserving and
performing these rituals significantly influenced the political and religious elites,
securing their loyalty throughout the Bahmani era.

This study aims to examine the court systems and ceremonies in the Deccan
region during the Bahmani Sultanate (748 — 934 AH / 1347 — 1528 AD). The study is
structured into several sections, beginning with a historical overview of the Bahmani
Dynasty. It then identifies the venues for these ceremonies, whether in the royal palace
or the public audience hall. The study is divided into two main parts: the first part
addresses the political systems and ceremonies, including the political status of the
Sultan, the insignia of sovereignty, the titles of the Sultan and the etiquette of addressing
him, inauguration ceremonies, reception ceremonies, and more. It also explores the
systems and etiquette of work within the Bahmani court and the ceremonies of court
meetings. The second part focuses on the social systems and ceremonies, covering
wedding and marriage ceremonies, funeral and mourning ceremonies, musical and
singing sessions, hunting processions, and both official and unofficial celebration
processions. The study concludes with the key findings and appendices.

Keywords: Deccan— Bahmani Sultanate — court— systems and ceremonies.
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Ja) s candl ey e elgmV) ol oF old aeal of Lald col aeal oKa 558 Jlgha copaiad oLl cilidee
YYAa ‘YG c‘\:\&f‘)_.\s e)\l sﬁ&f):\ﬁ « ] 8yglaall ‘-_,,_1\.\4\]\ Al dyaa lan
Sherwani, the Bahmanis, p. 205; Hyderabad Archaeological Department, Reports,
Calcutta, 1909, p. 7-8; Yazdani, Bidar, p. 31.
(3) Brown India, p. 122.

(4) lbid, p. 118.
(5) Athanasius: Travel, p. 33.
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(3) George Michell and Mark Zebrowski, Architecture and Art of the Deccan Sultanates,

Cambridge History of India, Cambridge, Press 1999, p. 30-31.
(4) Yazdani, Bidar, p. 70.
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Thomas, W. Lentz and Glenn D- Lowry: Timur and the Princely Vision: Persian Art and

Culture in the Fifteen Century (Los Angeles, 1989), p. 42-43; George Michell and Richard
Eaton, Firuzabad: Palace City of Deccan (Oxford) 1992, 80-82.
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(4) Brown, India Architecture, p. 120; Yazdani, Bidar, p. 66.
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Satish Chandara, Parties and Politics at the Mughol Court, Oxford, 1959.
(4) Hyderabad, p. 8-9.




adladl L daai daaa plile 3 aY Y e by (Fh) amd)

The “Hazar Kothri” " fis< pas’ aul lgpde (gl sy it (gal G degana 2ag Sl
O eall 13a oY Axllall Gl e oSlg Call Cajall aae ali Vs da ) ieas Thousand Cells
Shan 5l shas (o asag dlla 8 3) S ) Glad nal) 138 aacag (¥ coas Al Gl
B8 (Sse sl Gaanl g (A ol a3 398 Cus el mrde () A Y] s il L
Azs Al & as cpuasl

Al 4kl Gladacelly @l e el sl Jig 5T ded e Ji Y Lo @lliag 13
BySinal) daesyall sl ot Abaadla Lgd o Y V1 Bl oo Lo lay Al cilSy ¢ peailly
JSs Baclie diggs Clah ae olia S0 Bsiaa dadsa ol Cilsl o Hlie Cilgdlly vl b
AV haliadl ) samll slad) Jail ol

oane Gub dhauls lagany e Galate LS luaie dlltn Sl ) cals )
coial) A i ae Lesd ciipe Lo gl o) — (e JLiiaY) deld 5l jsgeal) dclE ) Laga
“Diwani- 1- AM” "a) —lgad’ (hgall Ao — daladl | gganll dcld

Leaal  gliae Zeldlly o SW el glae adJali Mahal e (sl
o Al Adjal)l cilSy e EOB Al (e AN eiall aagscaall e AV Al a
L) dels L) Jsaall Jd s oIS Gun laludl 2

I Gl e e 11T gl il ¢ osial) qulall 3 dasadl el ) JlanwY) deldy
Oall LG Cigaye ogind) ghall (nacd dacide (g cagiall ) Jledl) o L VYT 5 il
s S8 el gyally alall SLoall jsany Anlaladl acdyel) didlyel sganll darada cuilSy
OS5 aa liagy n dsead) dmpall e Jaila (63 Gaall) Coyliial) 35 aall (e Liine a0

Q}J@Mﬂj&ﬁ;@dﬂ)\j)b}ndﬁuh&lm@jmﬂb&u\g_u.'ia;l\u‘oz\.em\o&uﬁ...u

(1) Yazdani, Ibid., p. 62.
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