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The Doctrinal Dimensions of Reasoning by Imposing the Impossible in the
Holy Quran
Dr. Sonia Lotfy Abdel Rahman Al-Helbawy
Associate Professor, Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Al-Qasimia
University
Associate Professor, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls, Cairo -
Al-Azhar University
E-mail: Sonia.lotfy@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:
This research presents a methodological and applied approach to one of the
methods of reasoning mentioned in the Holy Quran that has not been studied
independently from linguistic and semantic studies, which is reasoning by
imposing the impossible. This type of reasoning depends on the addressee’s
prior acceptance of rational, innate, or realistic premises, so that the reasoner
arranges the assumption of its opposite or its impossible opposite, then he
reasons by the invalidity of the necessary consequence of the invalidity of its
corresponding consequence by contradiction or opposition, so that the
addressee returns by acknowledging what he initially accepted while denying
its assumed opposite, as in the Almighty’s saying: {Indeed, those who deny Our
signs and are arrogant toward them - the gates of heaven will not be opened
for them, nor will they enter Paradise until a camel passes through the eye of a
needle.} [Al-A’raf: 40] This type of analogy is widely used in the Arabic language
for various purposes, including emphasizing the denial of something’s
occurrence. This research dealt with the doctrinal dimensions of its use in the
Holy Quran in major issues in the chapters of divinity, prophecies, and
resurrection, after establishing it linguistically and logically, and dealt with the
forms of its use in the Islamic heritage, and the meaning between it and each
form, in addition to the purposes of its use and its importance.
Methodology: The methods were followed: inductive, analytical, and critical.
Results: The reasoning by imposing the impossible has great importance as
one of the methods by which the Holy Quran addresses the mind according
to its basic laws that are shared by sound human instincts, and supported
by the customs of human discourse according to its multiple axioms; hence,
its results are characterized by certainty, and it is difficult for those with
sound minds to deny them. It also has a major role in proving many major
.doctrinal issues
Recommendations: Study the legal, ethical, and fundamental dimensions of
reasoning by imposing the impossible in the Holy Quran
Keywords: Imposing the impossible, doctrinal dimensions, condition in the
Holy Quran, submission, balance of concomitance
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