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The disagreement between the Ash’aris and philosophers about the
relationship between the divine essence and attributes and Atheer al-
Din al-Abhari’s position on it, a comparative analytical study

Rageh Moustafa Moustafa Helal

Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Faculty of Fundamentals
of Religion and Islamic Call in Tanta, Al-Azhar University, Arab
Republic of Egypt

E- Mail: rajehmustafa.el.44(@azhar.edu.eg

Summary

This research aims to address the problem of the relationship between
the divine self and attributes, and the position of Atheer Al-Deen Al-Abhari
on it. Some have attributed Al-Abhari to the philosophers and excluded him
from the circle of Ahl Al-Sunnah wal Jama'a from the Ash'aris. This
research came to study this problem among the Ash'aris, the philosophers,
and Al-Abhari with the aim of revealing his precise affiliation: either to the
Ash'aris or to the philosophers. The research used a comparative analytical
method to study the opinions of the Ash'aris and the philosophers, accurately
highlighting the disagreements of the speakers regarding the problem of
attributes, presenting their evidence regarding the increase of divine
attributes, revealing their approaches in criticizing the philosophers, and
illustrating the extent of the modifications that some Ash'ari statements have
undergone in this regard. It also monitored the position of the philosophers
regarding the denial of adding attributes, mentioned their doubts and the
corresponding answers, explained the extent of their influence on this
problem, and about the position of Al-Abhari, this research revealed Al-
Abhari's affiliation with the theological system of Ash'ari thought, and did so
by clarifying the purpose of Al-Abhari's writing of philosophical books that
created this confusion, concluding that Al-Abhari aimed to clarify
philosophical thought rather than adopt it, and rejected the idea of Al-Abhari
being a philosopher relying on his books and his stances on philosophical
thought. This research recommended the necessity of studying other aspects
of Al-Abhari's thought where there is an overlap between philosophical and
theological positions, such as the issue of the relationship between existence
and essence, and determining the extent of Al-Abhari's affiliation with the
Ash'ari school. The research also recommended studying the impact of the
Ash'ari school on the development of Islamic philosophical thought,
especially the thought of the philosopher Ibn Sina, who was more influenced
by the spirit of Islam through the impact of the Ash'ari school. Additionally,
the research recommended tracking some figures whose intellectual
affiliations are mixed between the Ash'aris and the philosophers, and
revealing their intellectual affiliations, as seen in Qotb Al-Din Al-Shirazi.
Key words: Ash'aris - Atheer Al-Deen Al-Abhari - philosophers - increase
of attributes - relationship between self and attributes
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