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that witnessed the emergence of the philosophy of religion as a precise
specialization. This research also addresses the issue of Spinoza's
atheism, and whether Spinoza was an atheist or not?

One of the most important things that this research revealed is that
Spinoza is neither an atheist nor a denier of the existence of God
Almighty, but rather described Him with all perfection, but he is an
atheist in the Jewish and Christian conception of God, God in the
Jewish and Christian physical image, and when Spinoza imagined the
absolute and infinite God. he imagined that He is connected to nature.
not separate from it nor separated from it but his religious philosophy
is not devoid of a spiritual touch.

This research also revealed that Spinoza. with this philosophy. is the
owner of the precursors of the "philosophy of religion” as it later
appeared in Kant in his book "Religion and the Limits of Reason
Alone", and il his philosophy of religion had not been marred by some
methodological impurities, he would have been the true founder of the
philosophy of religion without dispute.

.Keywords: philosophy - religion - spinosa - reason
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Spinoza's Philosophy of Religion

Dr. Ali Mahmoud Ali Al-Batta

Assistant Professor and Head of the Department of Doctrine and
Philosophy

Faculty of Fundamentals of Religion and Da'wah, Mansoura - Al-
Azhar University

Abstract:

This research deals with explaining the general features ot the
philosophy of Benedict de Spinoza (1632-1677 AD) and defining it.
The research also deals with Spinoza's method. the Cartesian intfluence
on his mentality. and how Spinoza applied the rational method in its
Cartesian form with all rigor to religious issues?

This research also deals with explaining the concept of the philosophy
of religion. and Spinoza's approach to the philosophy of religion as the
basic subject of investigation in philosophical research, and the
possibility of addressing religious issues in a purely philosophical
manner. which was almost the tirst attempt to establish the philosophy
of religion as a precise specialization. This rational philosophical
approach and strict epistemological criticism of Spinoza showed a
deeper understanding of religion. In this research, we address the issue
of divinity with Spinoza, the issue of his criticism of the Holy Book,
the issue of "revelation and prophecy”, the issue of "miracle”. the
issue of the covenant and God's chosen people, and the relationship
between philosophy and religion? How did Spinoza present his
rational criticism of religion. and subject the religious relationship
between man and God to extensive philosophical research and
investigation, judging by rational standards alone? As this research
shows, did "philosophy of religion” first appear with Spinoza as an
organized philosophical research into religion as a field of knowledge
independent of other branches of philosophy? Or were Spinoza's
efforts foundational efforts and real and necessary precursors that led
to the establishment of "philosophy of religion” in its complete form
with Kant (1804) in his book "Religion within the Limits of Reason
Alone", which would not have appeared in this complete form without
Spinoza and his efforts in this matter? The research also sheds light on
important and pivotal points in Spinoza's philosophy that have not
been given their due before, the most important of which is:
emphasizing Spinoza's precedence over his time by taking him out of
the seventeenth century. and attaching him to the following centuries
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1. The cambrige Dictionry of philosophy, General Editor:

Robet Audi, Cambidge University press, Second edition,
1999,

2. Wolftson(H.A): The Philosophy of Spinoza: Meridian

Paper backs: New - York 1967.
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