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Perceptions of the Elite Media, Academic, and
Religious Figures on the Role of Egyptian Visual
Channels and Digital Platforms in Building Collective
Awareness of the Population Issue According to
Egypt Vision 2030

Dr. Engi Abou El-Ezz *
Abstract:

The population issue is one of the most important issues facing
Egypt today, as it greatly affects economic, social, and political
development. Within the framework of Egypt's Vision 2030, the state
seeks to achieve a balance between population growth and economic
growth, by reducing population growth rates and improving the
quality of life for citizens. In this context, Egyptian television
channels and digital platforms play an important role in building
collective awareness towards the population issue, by presenting
programs and media content that address this issue from various
angles.

"Collective consciousness™ is a term used to describe a set of
beliefs, values, and ideas that are shared by a particular culture or
society. This concept, founded by the French sociologist Emile
Durkheim, refers to how the collective characteristics of society affect
the actions and thoughts of individuals. Collective consciousness is
considered intangible and cannot be directly measured, but its impact
can be observed in social and cultural systems, behaviours, and even
in laws and public policies.

Collective consciousness is shaped and developed through

* Associated Professor of Broadcasting and Television, Vice Dean for Graduate
Studies and Research Faculty of Mass Communication, Beni-Suef University
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various processes including media, religion, education, and traditions,
and religious institutions, for example, have a central role in how to
reshape and reaffirm core values within society. Media can reflect and
influence collective consciousness by promoting ideas and topics that
help shape public opinion.

In this context, a series of focus group discussions were held with
a group of media experts and academics concerned with media and
population studies to discuss their visions on the role of Egyptian
visual channels and digital platforms in building collective awareness
towards the population issue according to Egypt’s Vision 2030. The
results indicated the need to unify the efforts of different ministries
with visual and digital media in spreading awareness about the
dangers of population growth on development in Egypt, simplifying
visual content to suit all segments of society, and the need to unify the
concepts used within the media by preparing training programs for all
journalists and media professionals to deal with population issues in
all their dimensions.

Keywords: Collective awareness building model - Population growth
- Sustainable development - Media programs - Social media networks
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