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The narrative structure of journalistic texts reporting
on the regional conflict over the Renaissance Dam

On the websites of Egyptian, Sudanese and Ethiopian news
agencies

Abstract

This study aims to study the narrative structure of news texts
according to the characteristics of nuclear narration ,And the events of
the consequences and monitoring the use of different types of titles in the
news text, analyzing the narrative structure of the news texts with the aim
of revealing the references, cohesion, sequence of events and sources of
news materials, identifying the unity of the narrative voices that dominate
the news agencies under study. The researcher used the narrative
paradigm as a theoretical input to the study. This study belongs to
descriptive studies , The study relied on the quantitative and qualitative
narrative analysis tool, and the study also used the structural approach.
The researcher took the period from July 21, 2020 (the first filling of the
Renaissance Dam) to December 19, 2023 (Egypt’s announcement of the
end of the negotiating track with Ethiopia) as a time frame for the study,
by applying it on the agency’s website. Middle East News, Sudanese

News Agency (Suna) website, Ethiopian News Agency (E.N.A) website.

The study produced a number of results, most notably

1- The Middle East News Agency recorded the highest quantitative
weight for the use of retrospective functions as a narrative pattern
within news texts, with 87 news texts, representing 60% of the
agency’s total analysis sample, while the Sudanese News Agency
recorded 55 news stories, representing 65.4%, in which it used the
technique of intentional events in narration. Journalistic texts: In
this type of narrative structure, the editor focuses on the core of the
event or news, regardless of its precedents or consequences of

events and developments.
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2- The Ethiopian News Agency, ENA, differed with the relative
weights of the use of narrative structures based on fortuitous events
and proactive and retrospective consequences with the other
agencies (Egyptian and Sudanese) under study, as ENA recorded 7
news stories in which it relied on indicative events as a method in
the narrative structure of the news text, by 6.9. % of the total news
analysis sample, which indicates a high percentage of its reliance
on other narrative contexts that rely on elaboration in explaining

proactive events.

Keywords: narrative structure - Renaissance Dam - news agencies - news
texts.
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