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This paper deals with the phenomenon of the convergence of literary 

genres in contemporary Arabic prose poetry, by tracking the presence of 

the structural elements of the story in the composition of the poems of the 

poetry collection (Yesterday I Lost a Button - The Story of Clothes) by the 

poet Tamer Fathy. The prose poem’s structural premises –as a new poetic 

form- relies on the prose sound structure as an alternative to the rhythmic 

structure, and by employing the structure of the story in the composition of 

its poems (for example, the collection in question), it has taken a deeper 

step towards dissolving the divides between poetry and prose, which makes 

us pause in front of the texts produced by this step, wondering: do these 

texts still retain the qualitative characteristics of poetry, or do they tend to 

be a story, or are they a new literary form? The findings of the research 

include:  

1- The transformation of Arabic poetry from the traditional form to the 

prose poem form was not only a phonetic shift, but also a shift from 

lyricism to objectivity, whether the phonetic lyricism of the sentence, or 

lyricism in the sense of subjectivity in which the text relies on a single 

voice as opposed to multiple voices. This shift came in light of the prose 

poem's borrowing of the narrative or dramatic structure in the formation of 

some of its texts.  

2. The poet employed the elements of story composition in his poems, such 

as characters, events, time and place, with their diverse variations, which 

made the poems of the collection merge into a narrative structure, making 

them more like a narrative sequence. In spite of this, the poems of the 

collection still retain the characteristics of the poetic genre, which are 

predominant. These qualitative features of poetry characterized by elements 

of narrative construction are intensive, imaginative, reductive, and 

suggestive, and do not appear in the same manner as in the narrative genre, 

because the poet wanted these texts to be poetic, not narrative. This is what 

can be deduced from the dominant qualitative features. 
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