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Abstract

Buddha and Confucius represent two ethical models that greatly influenced
subsequent ethical and philosophical thought. Their influence was not local,
related to their culture and era, but rather transcended time and place to the
present day. In addition to being philosophers, each of them was a moral
reformer who made ethics the focus of his interest. Ethics was linked to all
aspects of their philosophy, and despite their origins in two different civilizations
and the differences between them, they met at several points, perhaps the most
important and relevant to the context of this study, that they viewed ethics as the
path and the goal - and despite their differences in how they viewed this - it
represented for them - that is, ethics - the path to spiritual perfection. But can
what they presented in ethical consideration be called philosophy?

the problem of this study; Did ancient Eastern thought include a moral
philosophy, or did it only arise with Western philosophers, beginning with
Socrates - as historians of philosophy have mentioned - and was Eastern moral
thought, in its entirety, nothing more than a group of preaching, guidance, and
moral teachings, which had not yet risen to the level of being called philosophy?
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