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Legal Guarantees of Detained
Individuals under the Saudi Law
A Comparative Legal Study

Meshaal Abdullah Al-Osaimi

Law Department, Faculty of Science and Humanitarian Studies,
Shaqra University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: meshaal@su.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study examines the legal guarantees afforded to individuals
subjected to temporary detention by public authority figures in
Saudi Arabia, a matter addressed within the Law of the Public
Security Directorate. The study highlights that the Public Security
Directorate Law outlines specific regulations governing temporary
detention, provisions absent from the Saudi Criminal Procedure
Law.

Key guarantees explored include:

o Exclusive Authority: The right to detain individuals for
investigative purposes is vested solely in authorized public
security personnel under the judicial police, excluding
ordinary citizens.

o Limitations on Detention: Temporary detention does not
inherently permit searches of the detained individual. It
restricts freedom of movement for a limited period necessary
for investigation and does not justify prolonged detention
beyond what is strictly required.

o Prohibition of Unlawful Detention: Evidence and
convictions cannot be based on unlawful detentions. Any
procedures stemming from such detentions are considered
null and void.

o Accountability for Violations: Subjecting individuals to
unlawful detention, searches, or prolonged detention
constitutes administrative violations and may escalate to
criminal offenses if criminal intent is established.
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The study concludes with recommendations, notably:

o Codification of Detention Rules: The Saudi legislator
should consider incorporating specific provisions on
temporary detention within the Criminal Procedure Law.

o Explicit Guarantees: The law should explicitly state the
guarantees for individuals under temporary detention,
including the prohibition of detention by ordinary citizens.

Keywords: The Arrested Person, The Man Of Public Authority,
The Public Security Directorate System.
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