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Abstract

After the end of World War II, the world witnessed a period of stability and
peace, which was said to be a period of rest for the warring parties. However,
this period did not last long until regional conflicts and armed conflicts
erupted in various regions of the world, starting from Africa and the Middle
East, reaching Asia and Latin America, amounting to about 30 armed
conflicts and limited wars. The result of these conflicts and struggles was
more than 160 million dead, not to mention the destruction and devastation
that befell property, cities, villages, and the ecosystem. International public
law in general, and some of its branches, international humanitarian law in
particular, have paid great attention to weapons of mass destruction, given
their destructive effects on humans, animals, and the environment alike.
Despite this attention, legal scholars have not found a specific and agreed-
upon definition of the term weapons of mass destruction, especially at the
level of international agreements and national legislation. In contrast, they
have preferred to talk about the characteristics of these weapons that extend
across time and space, thus affecting the generations who witnessed their
experience and subsequent generations. Weapons are the cornerstone and
main engine of military operations in every era. War without weapons is
worthless, as it is a fruitless process. Weapons differ and develop according
to the development of societies. Weapons do not stop at one type, but rather
there are many and varied types. With the development and scientific and
technical progress that made life easier and simpler, weapons undoubtedly
developed with it and became more destructive and deadly. In most cases,
conventional weapons have an impact on the battlefield, while in contrast to
conventional weapons, there are weapons of mass destruction, the impact of
which includes the environment, humans and living organisms, and their
impact is much broader than conventional weapons by several stages.
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