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The Authenticity of Prophetic Hadiths between the
Methodology of Hadith Scholars and the Principles of the
Four Schools of Thought and Their Effects on Contemporary
Hadith Studies: A Comparative Analytical Study

Imad al-Din Abdul Jalil Ali al-Sayouf
Department of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Maliki Jurisprudence, The
World Islamic Sciences University, Amman, Kingdom of Jordan.
E-mail: amadalsyoof55@gmail.com

Abstract:

The prophetic traditions (Hadith) are considered a primary
source for deriving Islamic legal rulings (Ahkam). The four main
Islamic schools of thought have addressed the principles by which
they deal with prophetic traditions and extract legal rulings from
them. On the other hand, the scholars of Hadith have their own
principles and methodologies for distinguishing authentic Hadiths
from weak ones.

This is to enable the jurist to easily access and understand
authentic Hadiths, identify the Hadiths that can be used as
evidence, and some scholars have derived rulings from authentic
Hadiths. However, the authenticity or weakness of a Hadith is not
the sole factor in using it as evidence, as a Hadith may be
authentic but not acted upon, and it may act upon a weak hadeeth
that agrees with a fundamental principle. Accordingly, it was
necessary to clarify the approach of each of the four schools of
thought and the hadith scholars in invoking the hadiths of the
Prophet and deducing legal rulings from them, by showing the

correct path that is safe from turmoil in deriving legal rulings.
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