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Abstract:
Multiple Employment - Study of the animal symbol in the collection

(The most important moral poems)

Ancient and modern Persian literature is rich in literary creations in which
the animal was a main character and hero, especially in short stories from ancient
Persian literature. One of the most famous of these creations was and still is
“Mathnawi Ma’nawi” by Jalal al-Din al-Rumi. Many writers and authors have
drawn inspiration from it for creative works in other literary forms, including the
Iranian writer (Maryam Lotfali), who drew from this literary work in her collection
of short stories (Chehel Dastan Az Mathnawi Ma’nawi). The character of the animal
came to play an important semantic role, as its specifications give semantic
dimensions that contribute to illuminating aspects of the narrative work through a
non-continuous signifier and a continuous signified by a group of scattered signs
that can be called (symbol or sign) and their characteristics that are determined by
the writer’s choices. Hence, the novelty and importance of this study is that it deals
with an important element of the short story - namely the narrative character - which
studies the employment of its connotations as a symbol across the textual space and
the impact of this connotation on the narrative in light of the semiotic approach, in
addition to the creative experience of the writer (Maryam Lutfi), who created a work
different from the Mathnawi, in a new artistic form, which is the short story, and
through it she presented moral values and life lessons. This study aims to
contemplate some short stories in which the animal was the main character, as a
procedural model that represents a way to track the multiple employment of the
animal as a symbol and sign that has its impact on the narrative, trying to uncover
the role of the narrative character in an effort to discover its employment as one of
the components of the narrative discourse and its connotations in light of the
mechanisms of the semiotic approach that studies the text as a system of signs and
symbols, so the study was organized into an introduction, two axes (theoretical and
applied) and a conclusion that includes the most important results of the study. -
Theoretical axis: (The emergence of semiotics and its concept - the concept of the
sign according to Saussure and Peirce - between the sign and the symbol in short
stories).

— Applied axis: Analysis of short stories with the presence of the animal as a
main character, and its different and fantastic patterns, to discover the
employment of its connotations, then the results of the study, and finally the list
of sources and references.

Keywords: short story, multiple Employments, moral duality, animal symbol.
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