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The Shiite position on the Mongol invasion of
Baghdad(656 AH/ 1258 AD) In Shiite writings

Dr. Mahmoud Ali Abdullah Ali
Department of History and Civilization , Faculty of Arabic Language , Al-Azhar
University in Assiut , Egypt.

E.mail: mahmoudali.47@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Shiite writings varied when they dealt with the Mongols’ invasion of Baghdad
(656 AH/ 1258 AD), and the Shiite position on it: There were those who
acknowledged the cooperation of the Shiites with them in various forms, and
multiple positions, including: Minister Mu’ayyad al-Din bin Al-Algami writing
to the Mongols, encouraging them to invade it, and some of them leaving. To
Hulagu; To seek safety, and Majd al-Din Ibn Tawus compiled the Book of Good
News and dedicated it to Hulagu, and Razi al-Din Ali Ibn Tawus issued a fatwa
favoring the just infidel ruler over the unjust Muslim, and the Shiites showed in
their writings joy and pleasure in eliminating the Abbasid Caliphate, and prayed
for the Mongol invasion for the survival and preservation of their state.

On the other hand, we find that there are many Shiite writings that push these
accusations, and attack those who accused them of conspiring against the
Abbasid Caliphate, including: their defense of the minister Muayyad al-Din ibn
al-Alqami, and the response to the issue of his correspondence with the Mongols
and his cooperation with them, and denying that the Karkh incident was the
reason for the arrival of The Mongols, or that Ibn al-Alqgami was the one who
demobilized most of the soldiers, as well as what was said about the attempts to
transfer the caliphate to the Alawites, and the responsibility of Nasir al-Din al-
Tusi for the killing of the Abbasid Caliph al-Mustasim Billah.

Keywords: Shiites , Mongols , Shiite writings , Baghdad , Caliph Al-
Mustasim.
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