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Analysis of the performance and economic development of COMESA

countries during the period (1990/2020)
Abstract:

Imports from COMESA countries in general, and merchandise imports from them in
particular, witnessed high rates of increase over the past two decades, while exports recorded
weak growth rates, which led to an exacerbation of the deficit in the trade balances and then the
balances of payments of the bloc countries, which in turn contributed significantly to the
deterioration of economic performance for the COMESA countries, which was characterized
as disappointing over the past three decades, as the average economic growth of the COMESA
countries reached 3.2% annually since 1960, and based on the consideration of economic
integration as a basic pillar that many countries rely on to bring about comprehensive economic
development and achieve economic growth, by opening horizons to a large extent towards
encouraging trade, and therefore the countries of East and Southern Africa established the
COMESA, the main goal of which was crystallized In raising the COMESA countries’ export
earnings, achieving acceptable levels in calculating the trade balance, and reducing large
increases in imports. This study aims to present and analyze the performance and economic
development in the COMESA countries during the period (1991/2020) by tracking the
performance of the economic growth index and some indicators of economic integration and
some trade indicators for COMESA countries, due to their importance in influencing economic
performance and the regional integration efforts of the COMESA, because of their significant
and mutual impacts on the performance, growth and integration of their economies..
Keywords: Economic performance; economic integration indicators; trade indicators;

COMESA
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