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The effectiveness of the surprise technique

in the short stories of lhsan Abdel Quddous,
a critical study in narrative construction.
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The effectiveness of the surprise technique in the short
stories of Ihsan Abdel Quddous, a critical study in
narrative construction.

Mahmoud Abdel Moneim Mahmoud Ahmed

Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys in Qena, Al-Azhar University, Qena, Egypt.
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Abstract

The research aims in its content to address the
surprise technique in the stories of *lhsan Abdel
Quddous™, and to clarify its patterns and its impact on the
transformation of narrative contexts and its various
elements, and the impact of that on the formation of the
ideas of the stories and their contents and the extent of
development and modernization that they have enjoyed in
his stories and keeping pace with the development of life,
its events, and its issues and its indication of the writer's
creative ability and strength in achieving this development
and modernization and adapting it to the requirements of

life and its various issues.

In this research, | followed an analytical approach
whose literary function is manifested in analyzing and
interpreting the phenomenon of surprise, delving into
revealing its distinctive characteristics in texts and its
effects on the narrative process and its various elements,
then evaluating and criticizing it in light of the narrative
theory through its relationship to the narrative situation,
then deducing the results of this relationship that
determine its effectiveness in narrative texts and their
narrative situation. In this research, according to its
nature and prominent features in the texts, | headed to
address its vocabulary through three chapters preceded by
an introduction and a preface and followed by a
conclusion. In the introduction, | talked about the research
topic and its motives, previous studies, the research
methodology and then its plan. In the preface, | explained
features of the biography and life of “Ihsan Abdel
Quddous”, then I defined surprise and its relationship to
sudden transformation. In the first chapter, | addressed
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the potential surprise through its two prominent patterns
in the stories, which are possible with verbal evidence and
contextual evidence. In the second chapter, | addressed the
reverse surprise with its prominent patterns in the stories,
represented by the reverse surprise event, the reverse
surprise character, and the reverse surprise idea. In the
third chapter, | addressed the diverse surprise with its two
separate and dual patterns. In the conclusion, I monitored
the most important results reached by the research, which
showed the ability of “Ihsan Abdel Quddous” and his
unique creative strength in formulating the ideas of his
stories, and embodied the flexibility and malleability of
surprise. Due to the nature of ideas, and accordingly,
surprise in the contexts of stories has developed clearly
from a single surprise to a multiple surprise, a multiplicity
that is generative or diverse, the structure has transformed
within its framework from the imaginary to the realistic,
from the superficial to the profound, from the realistic to
the dialectical, from the serious to the comic, and from the
informative to the research.

Keywords: effectiveness, surprise, short story, lhsan
Abdel Quddous, narrative structure.
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