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Research abstract:

The study aimed to identify Machiavellian behavior in children of
married mothers and children of divorced mothers. The research sample
consisted of (40) children, divided into two groups: the first: (20)
children of married mothers, and the second: (20) children of divorced
mothers. The researcher used the following tools in the study: The
Colored Progressive Matrices Test (John Raven—Imad Ahmed),
Machiavellian Behavior Scale for Preschool Children (Prepared by the
Researcher), Case Study Form (Sohair Kamel), Clinical Interview, the
Children's Apperception Test (CAT)(Leopold Bellak, Sonia Bellak),
Draw-A-Person Test (Karen Machover—Louis Melecky), and Kinetic
Family Drawing (KFD) test (Robert Burns, Harvard Kaufman—Elnas
Abdel Fattah).The results of the study showed that there are statistically
significant differences between the average scores of children of married
mothers and children of divorced mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior
Scale for Kindergarten Children in favor of children of divorced mothers,
and There were statistically significant differences between the ranks of
the highest and lowest quartile scores for children of married mothers
and the ranks of the highest and lowest quartile scores for children of
divorced mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior Scale for Kindergarten
Children. The clinical results also indicated that conflicts between
parents and incorrect parental treatment methods whether they are
married or divorced is a factor that affects children with Machiavellian

behavior.
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Research Summary:
Introduction:

In recent years, there has been a marked rise in divorce rates across
societies, leading to profound shifts in family structures and dynamics.
These changes have had notable psychological and social consequences,
particularly for children. Children of divorced parents form a distinct
group requiring special attention due to the unique challenges they face,
which may influence their psychological and behavioral development.

One such challenge is the development of Machiavellian behavior, a
psychological trait widely studied in the context of human relationships
and social interactions. Machiavellian behavior is characterized by
deception, manipulation, and the use of cunning strategies to control
others and achieve personal goals, often at the expense of others. This
behavioral pattern can manifest across different age groups, including
children, and can significantly impact their social relationships and
everyday interactions.

The decision to explore Machiavellian behavior in children of
married mothers versus children of divorced mothers' stems from the
growing need to understand the psychological responses of children
under specific familial circumstances, such as separation, divorce, and
varying parenting styles. Divorced mothers represent unique
demographic facing distinct psychological and social challenges that may
influence their children's behavior. Understanding the underlying causes
and effects of Machiavellian behavior in these children presents a critical
challenge for psychological and social research. It is essential for
deepening our understanding of family dynamics and social
relationships, as this behavior emerges within specific contexts that
demand thorough examination.

Research Problem:

The study aims to address the following research questions:

1. What are the statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of children of married mothers and children of divorced
mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior Scale for kindergarten
children?
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2.

3.

What are the statistically significant differences between the upper
quartile and lower quartile scores of children of married mothers
and those of children of divorced mothers on the Machiavellian
Behavior Scale for Kindergarten Children?

What is the psychological profile of children exhibiting
Machiavellian behavior, as revealed by the clinical study?

Research Objectives:

1.

To identify the differences in mean scores on the Machiavellian
Behavior Scale for kindergarten children between children of
married mothers and children of divorced mothers.

To determine the differences between the upper and lower quartile
scores of children of married mothers and children of divorced
mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior Scale for Kindergarten
Children.

To establish the psychological profile of children displaying
Machiavellian behavior based on the clinical study findings.

Research Importance:
Theoretical Importance:

The theoretical significance of this research lies in its exploration
of key variables, namely Machiavellian behavior in kindergarten
children, its severity, manifestations, and underlying causes.
Additionally, it examines the impact of divorce on custodial
mothers and their children, drawing from both Arab and
international cultural contexts. By reviewing theoretical
frameworks and recent studies on these topics, the research
contributes to a deeper understanding of these interconnected
variables.

Applied Importance:

Preventive Aspects: The applied importance of this research is
rooted in its preventive approach, focusing on Machiavellian
behavior in kindergarten children and identifying the factors that
contribute to its emergence. One such factor is the disruption of the
parental relationship due to divorce. A comprehensive
understanding of these factors can aid in the development of
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effective prevention programs, ensuring that children are not
negatively influenced by these circumstances.

o Development of a Machiavellian Behavior Scale: This research
also addresses the scarcity of assessment tools for Machiavellian
behavior in young children by developing a scale specifically for
kindergarten children. This tool will facilitate early detection and
allow for timely intervention with counselling programs to prevent
the escalation of Machiavellian tendencies.

. Addressing Divorce's Broader Impact: By investigating divorce—a
defining feature of modern society—the study highlights the
psychological and social risks divorce poses not only to the parents
but also to their children. The focus on Machiavellian behavior as
a psychological variable in this context provides insights into the
long-term effects of family disruption on young children.

« Implications for Family and Marital Counselling: The findings of
this research will be valuable in the development of family and
marital counselling programs. The results can inform awareness
campaigns, helping to highlight the dangers of Machiavellian
behavior and guide interventions aimed at mitigating its effects on
children.

Research Hypotheses:

1. There are statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of children of married mothers and children of divorced
mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior Scale for kindergarten
children, with a tendency towards higher scores for children of
divorced mothers.

2. There are statistically significant differences between the top
quartile and bottom quartile scores of children of married mothers
and the top quartile and bottom quartile scores of children of
divorced mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior Scale for
kindergarten children.

Research Methodology:
The researcher employed the descriptive-comparative method to test
the research hypotheses, as it aligns with the objectives and variables of
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the study. Additionally, the clinical approach was utilized to address the
research questions and gain deeper insights into the psychological
profiles of the children.
Research Sample:
The research sample consisted of 40 children, divided into two groups:
« Group 1: 20 children of married mothers.
« Group 2: 20 children of divorced mothers.
Research Tools:
I. Psychometric Tests:

1. Machiavellian Behavior Scale for Kindergarten Children -
Developed by the researcher specifically for this study.

2. Colored Matrices Test — John Raven, Emad Ahmed, 2016, used to
assess the cognitive abilities of children.

I1. Projective Tests:

1. Children's Apperception Test (CAT) — Leopold Belak, Sonia
Sorbel Belak, designed to evaluate children's understanding of
social situations and relationships.

2. Person Drawing Test (PDT) — Karen McOver, Lois Melicka, 2000,
used to assess children's self-perception and emotional state
through their drawings of people.

3. Animated Family Drawing Test — Robert Burns, Harvard
Kauffman, Inas Abdel Fattah, 2007, utilized to explore children's
family dynamics and emotional bonds through their drawings.

Additional Data Collection Tools:

1. Case Study Form — Developed by Suhair Kamel Ahmed for
detailed individual analysis.

2. Clinical Interview — Conducted to gain in-depth insights into each
child’s psychological and behavioral profile.

Statistical Methods:

o Chi-square (y*) test — Used to assess relationships between
categorical variables.

. Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) — Applied to identify
underlying factors in the Machiavellian Behavior Scale.
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Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) test — Used to measure sampling
adequacy for factor analysis.

Cronbach's Alpha — Employed to evaluate the reliability and
internal consistency of the scales.

t-test — Used to compare mean differences between groups.
Kruskal-Wallis's test — Applied for comparing more than two
groups when the data is not normally distributed.

Mann-Whitney test — Used to compare differences between two
independent groups when the data is not normally distributed.

Research Results:
The findings of the research revealed the following:

There are statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of children of married mothers and children of divorced
mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior Scale for kindergarten
children, with higher scores observed among children of divorced
mothers.

There are statistically significant differences between the upper
guartile and lower quartile scores of children of married mothers
and the upper quartile and lower quartile scores of children of
divorced mothers on the Machiavellian Behavior Scale for
kindergarten children.
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