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Abstract

Upon investigating cultural criticism in the Arabic corpus —both
theoretically and practically— two major currents can be detected. The
first, termed Al-Ghathami current (al-Tayyar al-Ghadhdhami), is purely
cultural, focusing exclusively on ugliness as the primary entry point for
cultural criticism. This current persistently tracks the evidence of how the
Categorical/ ugly is passed through the aesthetic. The second, termed Al-
Rabbaei current (al-Tayyar al-Rabba‘i), is cultural-literary/aesthetic,
intertwining aesthetics with its cultural approaches. This latter current
perceives no inherent contradiction between what is cultural and what is
aesthetic/literary. It stems from an inherent aesthetic vision that does not
contradict cultural criticism in its fundamental structure. It therefore
proposes discourse instead of the implicit (ugly) category.

The vast difference between these two currents is not hidden, naturally
attributed to the sharp distinction between them in general framework,
foundational principles, and theoretical assumptions. This difference and
distinction have resulted in a significant methodological confusion in
addressing cultural criticism in the Arab world. This confusion has, in
turn, cast a negative shadow on some of its theorists and researchers.

This is the driving problem that this research seeks to address. The
research proceeds from the hypothesis that a deep understanding and
conscious representation of cultural criticism - within Arabic corpus -
cannot be achieved without a vertical-horizontal investigation of
genealogical conceptualizations of its Western origins. A close
investigation and scrutiny of these Western origins is, | argue, the only
way to unravel the tangled ambiguities that have ensnared the Arabic
corpus in its engagement with cultural criticism. This is what the current
research aims to accomplish through an expository cultural reading that
incorporates the three procedures of metacriticism —analysis,
interpretation, and evaluation— while employing certain hermeneutical
tools, given that expository/interpretive reading is fundamentally an act
of interpretation.

Keywords: Western Origins, Critical theory, Cultural criticism,

Currents of cultural criticism, Contemporary Arabic criticism.
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