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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the challenges facing
postgraduate students in the Department of Education and
Human Studies, College of Arts and Sciences, University of
Nizwa, in conducting qualitative research in master's theses in
the department. To achieve the study objective, the descriptive
qualitative approach was used; data were collected through
individual interviews conducted with (5) faculty members in the
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department. The results of the interviews revealed that the
challenges are divided into three sections: pre-research
challenges, challenges related to research skills, and challenges
related to post-preparation of qualitative research. The results
also revealed the existence of challenges related to both
professors and students, and the research sample provided a set
of solutions to help overcome these challenges, related to
students, including: qualifying the researcher in advance, by
providing him with the skills of criticism, evaluation and
socialization when it comes to the method of critical analytical
thinking, changing the systems of evaluation, assessment and
grades, and reviewing the remedial materials (courses that
students study before entering the master's studies) and related to
professors, including: searching for specialists in the fields of
qualitative research and benefiting from them, hosting qualitative
experts from outside the university, and marketing the culture of
qualitative research, through pre-prepared programs to train
professors. And practical training in qualitative research through
workshops and various training programs. Considering the
previous results, the study gave a set of recommendations,
including the necessity of directing students towards conducting
qualitative research while overcoming its specific challenges,
and holding specialized training courses in qualitative research
for professors and students alike. Several future studies were
proposed for researchers.
Key words: Qualitative research, challenges, Nizwa University.
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