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Abstract

Illegal immigration and asylum issues, like other issues such as racial and ethnic
divisions and the rise of extremist and terrorist movements, have gained greater
attention after the end of the Cold War. Economic issues have turned into primarily
political and security issues. When discussing the risks that refugees and migrants face
in their journeys to reach Europe’s borders, analysts have blamed the policies pursued
by European countries. Security has also become a major theme in these issues, and
the link between the internal and external security of countries has increased. The study
seeks to explore the most important features of the politicization and securitization
processes that the refugee issue has witnessed in Europe by answering the following
main question: How have asylum and immigration issues been invoked to transform
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them into a security issue of high priority at the European level since 2015? To answer
this question, a set of sub-questions arise, including: What are the most important
features of securitization that appeared during the refugee crisis in Europe in 2015?
How has the securitization discourse affected the treatment of non-European refugees?
How did the Russian-Ukrainian war affect the politicization of asylum issues in
Europe? Why did European countries' policies differ whether towards politicizing or
securitizing immigration and asylum issues?
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