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The study deals with a group of tombstones (gravestones) in the
Faculty of Arts, Beni-Suef University, cemetery of Al-Muradiyya Complex (kiilliye) in Bursa by
Egypt. studying thirteen tombstones for one of the categories of
Ahmed.Helmy@art.bsu.edu.eg Ottoman society, namely the clergy and their families in the 13"

AH/19" AD century. The study dealt with the shapes and
components of these tombstones, their characteristics and
artistic features, and demonstrated the extent to which the shape
and components of the tombstones are related to the function of
their owner. The study also focused on identifying the

ARTICLE INFO languages and fonts used in the tombstones and the methods of

. - dating, in addition to the raw materials on which those
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are the publication and study of thirteen tombstones of clerics
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Available Online 6 February 2025 and their families dated in the 13" AH/ 19™ A.D. century in the
Y cemetery of Al-Muradiyya in Bursa, which had not been
previously studied and published. The diversity of the jobs of
KEYWORDS the clergy in the cemetery of Al-Muradiyya in Bursa includes
o ) imam, first imam, muezzin, muaqat, dede, teacher, and
Tombsj[ones, Inscriptions, Clerics, Al- endowment employee. The study showed that the families of
Muradiyya, Bursa, Ottoman era. the clergy working in Al-Muradiyya Complex had the right to
be buried in the complex cemetery and that clergy working in
other religious facilities were allowed to be buried in the
Muradiyya Complex cemetery. The study showed that the
nature of the job of the holders of the tombstones, the subject
of the study, was reflected in the form, quality, and nature of the
decorations. The study dated several tombstones based on
language, comparison, and analysis of the contents and
geographical location of the tombstone in relation to the
cemetery.

INTRODUCTION

Islamic tombstones (‘adulNwr 2013, 687) (Shiha 1988, 10) are among the most important
sources that provide essential historical and cultural information, such as their owner's name,
their profession, titles, and date of death. This study is concerned with the gravestones of clergy
members in Ottoman society, a category of people who enjoyed a certain status. The data is
limited to those clergy members and their families originating from the cemetery (Hazire-
Mezar) of the Muradiyya Complex in Bursa, Turkey. ('abnManzur 1980, 540) (Ayverdi 1989,
299) (Bozkur 2004, 515-522) (Gabriel 1958, 112-113) (Halim 1988, 36-37) (Yaghy 1996, 35-
37) buried during the 13" AH/19™ AD century. The study aims to identify the form and
components of these tombstones and attempt to connect these details to the position held by
their owner. The researcher provides a detailed description regarding the languages, fonts, and
stones of the tombstones, and presents the means to specify the dating of these artefacts.
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Regarding previous scholarship on the topic, one study entitled Bursa Muradiye Mezar
Taslart Miizesinde Bulunan Mezar Taslarimin Hat Sanati A¢isindan Incelenmesi was led by
Berrin Inci (inci 2022, 1-221). While it did not include the currently studied tombstones, its
methodology and wealth of date was especially beneficial in the comparative analytical section.
I followed the comparative analytical recording method. The tombstones are studied through
two axes:

1. THE FIRST AXIS: DOCUMENTING THE TOMBSTONES:

This documentary study started with the tombstones of the clergy, before examining those of
their families. The chronological order was followed to present them, ranging from the oldest
to the newest.

1. 1. TOMBSTONES OF CLERICS:
1. 1.1. TOMBSTONE OF IMAM HAJJ ABDUL QADIR:

BECESFY Y “The late and forgiven
gl aws olal 4l Imam Abdul Qadir Effendi
...... ollae Al-Fatihah on his soul in
a3l s g the year 1213 AH”

YYVY di

Translation of the
tombstone text
Fig. (1-B) The work of the

Tombstone text

Fig. (1-A) Taken by the

researcher researcher
Material Stone Tombston Imam
e owner
position
General A rectangle is surmounted Dimensions Width 33 cm, height
shape by a turban. Its body was 100 cm
divided into five horizontal, Conservation It has a break in the
rectangular frames. The status top right of the
lower section was less tombstone
spacious than the rest of its Writing method  Deep drilling
core. The two sides of the Language Ottoman Turkish
lower section of the Font type Thuluth
tombstone were curved. Number of lines Five lines
Top of the Turban (Orfi Destari
tombstone Kavuk)
Conservatio  None/ the cemetery of Al- Publication Unpublished
n number Muradiyya status
Date 1213 AH (1798 AD) Decorations None
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1. 1.2. TOMBSTONE OF THE IMAM MOHAMED AMIN EFFENDI:

/S 5a
Gl ol O dae JB o
foan
pad 3SMlas aliiia 6 ju 4l

[adsl) Gl sed
/GJ\.SJ\JA‘UJ}&AJ?J;AJA
fo3) 3 5238l Glass) (Nl ala)
Ol 2aaa (el (A A e

“He is the one who
remains. Forgive me,
O Lord, O Most
Merciful, O Most
Merciful. Grant us the
bliss and beauty of
paradise. | said that
judgment belongs to
God and accepted all
His decrees
(commands). Ishaq
Effendi Zada, the late

and forgiven first
imam of Sultan Murad
Il Complex, son of the
late and forgiven Imam
of Murad Il Complex
Mohamed Amin
Effendi, resident of
Paradise, may his soul
be pleased with God
Almighty, Al-Fatihah,
in the year 1243.”
Translation of the
tombstone text

[ ela y () saan 5 ) [s2d)
/[ 4aaildll Jas
VY EY ain

Tombstone text

Fig. (2-A) Taken by the

researcher Fig. (2-B) The work of
the researcher
Material Marble Tombstone owner Imam of the
position Muradiyya
mosque
General shape A rectangle is surmounted Dimensions Width 45 cm,
by a turban. Its body was height 185 cm
divided into 12 horizontal ~ Conservation status Good
rectangular frames. The Writing method Deep drilling
last frame was distinct by Language Ottoman Turkish
its curved sides, and the Font type Thuluth Jali
first frame was small with . Number of lines Twelve lines
bevelled upper corners. Top of the tombstone ~ Turban (Nezkebi
Baslik)
Conservation 9/ the cemetery of the Publication status Unpublished
number Muradiyya
Date 1243 AH (1827 AD) Decorations None
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1. 1.3. TOMBSTONE OF THE MUEZZIN HAJJ SALEH AGHANAIK:

[ () s
Js S pms (S 3
/ DA‘J' 48, n ‘;1.3_‘5.4
4 sty a5 e
Jile ) s zlal)
Jassilal) 43 g
VYVY L (i Vo b
Tombstone text

Fig. (3-A) Taken
researcher
Material

General shape

Conservation
number
Date

by the

Stone

A rectangle is surmounted
by a turban. Its body was
divided into 7 horizontal
rectangular frames. The
first frame has a smaller
width than the others. The
last frame included two
lines.

22/ the cemetery of Al-
Muradiyya
6 Rajab 1272 AH (12 March
1856 AD)

“He is the remaining
living, Muezzin of His
Holiness Sultan Murad I,
the late Sagah Zada Hajj
Saleh Aghanik, Al-Fatiha
for his light soul, on
Shaaban 15, 1272”
Translation of the
tombstone text
Fig. (3-B) The work of
the researcher
Tombstone Muezzin of

owner Al-
position Muradiyya
Mosque
Dimensions Width 30 cm,
height 90 cm
Conservation Good
status
Writing method Deep drilling
Language Ottoman Turkish
Font type Nastaliq Jali
Number of lines Seven lines
Top of the Turban (Orfi
tombstone Destari Kavuk)

Publication status

Decorations

Unpublished

None

1. 4. TOMBSTONE OF THE JUDGE HAJJ ABDUL AZIZ EFFENDI:

S A s

Jopfiinall ¢ Lalall 5 528
ke 3 Gl O3l S
fo 5> 00 03 ) (o (uDla

[asall A ) siaa g

[0 58 sallae
Js28) G Laws) 1)

JEE I PENEg

YYAA

Tombstone text

o 7

“He is the remaining
living, role model of
investigative
scientists, descendant
of an ancient family,
one of the honourable
judges, the former
Maraash judge, the
late Faiz Zada, and
the late  Sayyid
Abdulaziz  Effendi,
son of Haj Ismail
Effendi, Al-Fatiha for
his soul, 1288.”
Translation of the
tombstone text
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Fig. (4-A) Taken by
the researcher

Material

General
shape

Conservation
number
Date

Stone

A rectangle is surmounted by
a turban. Its body was
divided into ten protruding
horizontal rectangular

Tombstone owner

position
Dimensions

Conservation
status

frames. The first and last Writing method

frames were smaller than the
others.

23/ the cemetery of Al-
Muradiyya
1288 AH (1871 AD)

Language
Font type
Number of lines
Top of the
tombstone

Publication status

Decorations

Fig. (4-B) The work
of the researcher
The Judge of
Maraash
Width 52 cm, height
160 cm
Good

Deep drilling
Ottoman Turkish
Thuluth Jali
Ten lines
Turban (Orfi Destari
Kavuk)
Unpublished

None

1. 1.5. TOMBSTONE OF THE TEACHER OF SULTAN MURAD Il HAJJ SALEH:

/ Sl Al
fesmi o G s
4 stras ass e

Joe93 A S

Jis mSally ()

s s

[ 5 ) /

VY

Tombstone text

Fig. (5-A) Taken by the
researcher

Material

General shape

Conservation

Stone

A rectangle is surmounted
by a turban. Its body is
divided into eight
prominent rectangular
frames. The first frame is
distinct by its smaller
width than the others and
its inner corners being
curved.

16/ the cemetery of Al-

Dimensions

Conservation

status

Writing method

Language
Font type

Number of lines

Top of
tombstone

Publication status

the

“He is the remaining
living, the teacher of
Sultan Murad II, the late
and forgiven, the
inhabitant of heaven and
paradise, Hajj Salih
Effendi al balikesir (A
city in Anatolia), Al-
Fatiha for his light soul”
12....
Translation of the
tombstone text
Fig. (5-B) The work of the
researcher

Tombstone Teacher of
owner Sultan

position Murad Il

Width 32 cm, height
120 cm
Good

Deep drilling
Ottoman Turkish
Thuluth
Eight lines
Turban (Orfi Destari
Kavuk)

Unpublished
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number Muradiyya
Date 12.. (13" AH / 19" AD) Decorations None
1. 1.6. TOMBSTONE OF MUAQAT OF Al- MURADIYYA MOSQUE:
His name was not inscribed, and the study suggests that it belongs to the (Muagat) Ali
Babank due to the spatial proximity with his wife’s tombstone. The latter is presented with
the tombstones of the clergy’s families.

J 3 e Ul B sa
fo 5> 3o B sa [l )l s

“He is the one who
remains, the muagat of
Sultan Murad I, the
resident of Al-Jinan Al-
Hajj”
Translation of the
tombstone text

Fig. (6-B) The work of

Tombstone text

Fig. (6-A) Taken by the

researcher the researcher
Material Stone Tombstone Muagat of
owner Al-
position  Muradiyya
mosque
General shape A rectangle is surmounted Dimensions
by a turban. Its body is Conservation status Good
divided into five  Writing method Deep drilling
prominent  rectangular Language Ottoman Turkish
frames. The first frame is Font type Thuluth Jali
distinct with its smaller Number of lines Five lines
width than the others and  Top of the tombstone Turban (Orfi
its upper sides being Destari Kavuk)
curved.
Conservation 24/ the cemetery of Al- Publication status Unpublished
number Muradiyya
Date It is undated and is likely Decorations None
dated to the 13" AH/19™
AD century.

2. 1.7. TOMBSTONE OF THE FRIDAY MUEZZIN AHMED RASHID MULLA:

/ 81
/‘5.1\3 J\)A uUaLn
[Aead i )l jas
[53a s dren (50 GAS
Jasn 3all () Sl 281 2l
Jsidl Cpal 0a) ) cudad

41);‘..-.'4:‘)4_'\;}‘)

“This is the grave of
one of the employees
of His Holiness Sultan
Murad I1, the muezzin
of Friday prayers and
the five daily prayers,
Ahmad Rashid Mulla,
son of the late Khatib
Zada Amin Efendi. His
soul is pleasing to God
(al-Fatihah).”
Translation of the
tombstone text

Tombstone text
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Fig. (7-A) Taken by
the researcher

Material Stone
General A rectangle is surmounted
shape by a turban. Its body was
divided into seven
protruding rectangular
frames. The first frame was
decorated with  pointed
arch.
Conservation 1/ The cemetery of Al-
number Muradiyya
Date It is undated and is likely

dated to the 13" AH/19"
AD century.

Fig. (7-B) The work of
the researcher

Tombstone owner  Friday Muezzin of

position the Muradiyya
Mosque
Dimensions Width 30, height
100 cm
Conservation status Good
Writing method Deep drilling
Language Ottoman Turkish
Font type Thuluth Jali
Number of lines Seven lines
Top of the Turban (Orfi
tombstone Destari Kavuk)
Publication status Unpublished
Decorations None

1. 1.8. TOMBSTONE OF THE MUEZZIN AND MUAQAT HAJJ HAFEZ(A title for
the memoriser of the Qur’an) AHMED EFFENDI:

[ s
Jeaa Al ) s asa ye
[ A LS la 5o
[ ) ya Malus g
[ (35a o il uian
gl ad) (8 5a
/sl daa) Ll
[l () s s
JIY 0 i
BHORN

Tombstone text

Fig. (8-A) Taken by the

researcher
Material Stone
General A rectangle is surmounted

shape by a turban. Its body is
divided into ten prominent
rectangular frames. Two
sides of the ninth frame are

spirals.

“He is the one remaining,
the late and forgiven Mr.
Hajj Hafez al-Qur’an,
Ahmed Effendi, of the
Awad Pasha lineage, and
the chief muezzin and
muagat of His Holiness
Sultan Murad II, Al-
Fatiha, for his light soul,
on Safar 10, 1305.”
Translation of the
tombstone text
Fig. (8-B) The work of the

researcher
Tombsto  Muezzin and
ne Mugat of the
owner Muradiyya
position Mosque
Dimensions Width 38 cm, height
145 cm
Conservation Good
status
Writing method Deep drilling
Language Ottoman Turkish
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Font type Thuluth Jali

Number of lines Ten lines
Top of the Turban (Orfi Destari
tombstone Kavuk)

Conservatio 12/ the cemetery of Al- Publication status Unpublished

n number Muradiyya
Date 10 Safar 1305 AH (28 Decorations None
October 1887 AD)

1. 1.9. TOMBSTONE OF HAJJ IBRAHIM DEDE:

“He is the one
who remains, the
late and late Hajj

Ibrahim Dede,
official of the soil

[ S s
[ 4 s exielains (3
[ aad ysiiasoss ye
gl Gl i S
4al8 Ads 5 ) 023 aaal )

\Wel

Tombstone text

Material

General shape

Conservation
status
Language
Number of
lines
Conservation
number
Date

Fig. (9-A) Taken by
the researcher
Stone

A rectangle is divided into
five prominent rectangular
frames. The first frame is
divided into two parts,
separated by the Mevlevi
turban (sikka).

Good

Ottoman Turkish
Five lines

None/ The cemetery of Al-
Muradiyya
130. AH (18.. AD)

Fig. (9-B) The work

of the researcher
Tombstone owner
position

Dimensions
Writing method
Font type
Top of the
tombstone
Publication status

Decorations

of Murad Il, from
Vidin Sanjak
(North-western
Bulgaria),
Al-Fatihah for
his soul Year
130...”
Translation of the
tombstone text

Burial worker of
the Muradiyya
mausoleum dome,
and One of the
sheikhs of the
Mawlawi order
Width 35 cm,
height 48 cm
Deep drilling

Thuluth Jali

Mevlevi Turban

(sikka)
Unpublished

None

1. 1. 10. TOMBSTONE OF THE MUEZZIN HAJJ HAFEZ AHMED EFENDI:
“This is the grave of the
late and forgiven Dereli

/ 5\

/A ) siras s e
/Q..J)Aod\j‘;a).l
sl /aaa) Jadls aud)

/o550

VY o A ads aaslall

Zada, the muezzin and
hafez of the Qur’an,
Sayyid Ahmad Effendi,
for his glorious soul, in

the year 1308.”
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Translation of the
tombstone text
Fig. (10-B) The work of

Tombstone text

Fig. (10-A) Taken by the

researcher the researcher
Material Stone Tombstone Muezzin of
owner Al-
position Muradiyya
Mosque
General shape A rectangle is surmounted Dimensions Width 28 cm,
by a turban. Its body is height 90 cm

divided into six prominent  Conservation status Good

rectangular frames. The Writing method Deep drilling

first frame has an oval Language Ottoman Turkish

shape. Font type Thuluth
Number of lines six lines Top of the tombstone Turban (Orfi

Destari Kavuk)

Conservation None/ The cemetery of Publication status Unpublished
number Al-Muradiyya
Date 1308 AH (1891 AD) Decorations None

1. 2. TOMBSTONES OF THE CLERGY MEMBER’S OF FAMILIS:

1.2.1. TOMBSTONE OF FATIMA HANIM DAUGHTER OF AN ENDOWMENT

EMPLOYEE:
/o533l and oa “He is the Most Merciful, the
Jglae) yphas Jg Forgiving/...../ ......... [, /
alawy My job is to cry day and
Gl Sy U night/ / Wife of Mohamed
) Jabi 5 5 Shafig Bey, Writings Editor
a0l 4ilia g oo 30 (Wagf employee) at the
PCRERNPRTE Grand Mosque of Bursa, the
o - late and forgiven respected
3 feles 53058 one, in need of the mercy of
/ GJS*JL{%?"S C"lf her Forgiving Lord,
ena Jsale A a3 Parwinah Fatima / Khanum
/48 s Effendi, for her honourable
5 N 4 sine alila soul / with the pleasure of
[0 s43a 5 4a 5> 3o God Almighty Al-Fatihah /
) daa )y ) Uil on the 22" of Rabi’ al-
[Andald 4ty g ) saall Awwal of the year 1278.”
T oo il aila
[4 8 55
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aails s dl slia
(Jsl @) 1) YY 8
[Azax a5
YYVA 4o

Tombstone text Fig. (11-A) Taken  Fig. (11-B) The Translation of the tombstone

by the researcher work of the text
researcher
Material Stone Tombstone Wife of the Endowment

owner position  employee (Waqf employee)
of the Grand Mosque in

Bursa
General A rectangle is  Dimensions Width 35 cm, height 170 cm
shape surmounted by a pointed  Conservation Good
arch  decorated with status
plant branches of the Writing Deep drilling

Jewish thorn. The lower method

section is less spacious  Language  Ottoman Turkish
than the rest of its body. Font type Thuluth Jali
The two sides of the Number of Twelve lines
lower section of the stele  |ines

are curved. Its core is Top of the A pointed arch is decorated

divided into twelve tompstone with plant branches of
prominent  rectangular acanthus leaves, in the middle
frames with  curved of which is a four-petal rose.
corners. On either side, there is a
Conservation None/ The cemetery of branch of acanthus leaves.

number Al-Muradiyya
Publication  Unpublished

status

Date Friday 22 Rabi’ al- Decorations  Acanthus leaves finish the top
Awwal 1278 AH (26 of the tombstone, with a four-
September 1861 AD) petal rose in the middle. On

either side, there is a branch
of acanthus leaves. The five
writing bands are also
surrounded by half-palm
fans.
1. 2. 2. TOMBSTONE OF THE WIFE OF MUAQAT HAJJ ALI BABANK :
JO I[N T A N “He is the living one
e /7l Cie asa e who remains, wife of
o alila elilL muagat the late Hajj Ali
Baba”
Translation of the
tombstone text
Fig. (12-B) The work of
the researcher

Tombstone text
Fig. (12-A) Taken by
the researcher

Tombstones of Clerics and their the Families in the Cemetery of Al-Muradiyya Complex in Bursa I -212 -



Ahmd Zeyada SHEDET (14)
Material ~ Stone Tombstone  Wife of
owner Muagat
position Hajj Ali
Babank
General This rectangular stela has Dimensions Width 28 cm,
shape a pointed top with four height 50 cm
centres decorated with Conservation status Good
acanthus leaves. It is Writing method Deep drilling
divided into  three Language Ottoman Turkish
prominent  rectangular Font type Thuluth Jali
frames. The first frame is  Number of lines Three lines

Conservation
number
Date

smaller in width than the
other, and its corners are
rounded.

25/ The cemetery of Al-
Muradiyya

13" AH /19" AD
century

Top of the tombstone

Publication status

Decorations

1.2. 3. TOMBSTONE OF SHARIF HASIBA HANIM:

Material

General
shape

/S sa

Stone

A rectangle topped with
a pointed arch decorated
with floral branches of
the Jewish thorn.

Aol ds el and
/ e &Sk
e A8 Mg ) jaa
[ e (S ol
b i duza g ) p Al
/ cpaall 4l
/ S Jale

S oy
A e dl ) sirasass e
falal b
63.'\5\ O.-.‘*“‘ Aana ‘_A Ji
[ oA S
A8 0 el ) sthe dasa ye
AA A /
i /s
4ailal)

Tombstone
owner position

Dimensions
Conservation

status
Writing method

Pointed arch
decorated with
acanthus leaves

Unpublished

None

Daughter of the first
imam of the Muradiyya
Mosque
Width 45 cm, height 145
cm
Good

Deep drilling
“He is the rest/ Oh my
God, this pure Arabic
name/ By the sanctity of
the Messenger, the pride
of the world and the Shah
of the two universes/
Make my grave a garden
of paradise, O God of the
worlds/ ......... / At the age
of twelve, she travelled to
Riyad al-Janat/ Forgive
my father for his sins, O
generous Lord//The late
and forgiven daughter of
Mohamed Emin Efendi,
the first imam of the
Sultan Murad Il Mosque/
The late and late Sharifa/
Hasiba Khanum for the
sake of her soul/ To
please God Almighty, Al-
Fatihah”
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Tombstone text Fig. (13-A) Taken Fig. (13-B) The Translation of the
by the researcher work  of  the tombstone text

researcher
Language  Ottoman Turkish Font type Thuluth
Number of  Six lines Top of the Pointed arch decorated
lines tombstone with acanthus plant
branches
Conservation 10/ The cemetery of Al- Publication Unpublished
number Muradiyya status
Date 13" AH / 19" AD Decorations A vase from which plant
century branches emerge, and

grapevines above the
writing frames.
2. DISCUSSION:
Perhaps the most significant insight from this group of tombstones lies in the possibility to
identify categories of Ottoman society. A historical and cultural analysis also brings forward
the social and societal dimensions by examining the form of these tombstones and their content
as a whole.
2.1. In terms of form:
2. 1. 1. Material and implementation methods:
The use of godina stone (Zedef, et al. 2011, 2655-2659) dominated in most of the tombstones
subject to the study, except for one example, which is the second tombstone, in which marble
was used. Many quarries of this stone abound in the local environment, which were used not
only in tombstones but in most buildings in Western Anatolia in general, including the city of
Bursa. The nature of the religious function of the owners of the tombstones under study can be
linked to the material of the stone from which the tombstone is made, as it is a simple,
inexpensive raw material, unlike marble.
The raised relief technique, which involves drawing the inscription and decoration before
excising the surface surrounding them. The inscriptions were inscribed as regular horizontal
lines, and did not showcase the diagonal lines and poetic lines, well known for the Ottomans
(Muhamed and Al-Sayeh 2021, 796).

1. 1. 2. Shapes and parts of tombstones:

The rectangular shape was mostly used in the tombstones of the clergy and their families in the
Muradiyya Cemetery in Bursa. The rectangular shape is the most common shape in the
Ottoman tombstones in general (“abdul Razik 2006, 585). The creativity of the Ottoman artist
reached the link between the shape of the composition as a whole, or the general shape of the
tombstone, and not part of it with the function of its owner. (Hassanein 2016, 3-30)
Tombstones consist of four parts: The top of the tombstone, called “the head” is the upper part
of the tombstone, and it held great value in the Ottoman era. It differed depending on the gender
(Al-Shennawy 1980, 119-120) and laws were established regulating the wearing of head
coverings on the tombstones’ heads.

In the Ottoman Empire, according to each class and rank (Jalal 2016, 21-22) (Donia
2017, 723), the tops of the tombstones showed three styles: the turban, the crown made of
acanthus leaves, and the pointed arch. The turban, which is wrapped around the head, is called
in Turkish “Destari”. The lined turban is known as a gawuk, or, in modern Turkish, a kavuk,
which is a hood that one wraps around. Light cloth around it, and a shape or pattern was
allocated for each category. The turban is specific to the tombstones of men. It consists of a
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hood topped with a fez, and a long piece of white silk is wrapped around it. It is part of the
official uniform (Issa 1994, 180) (Jalal 2016, 175-177). There were two types of turbans on the
studied tombstones: the first of which is a turban called "Orfi Destari Kavuk," which is a
circular turban characterised by its large size, tall height, and wide folds. It is in the form of a
turban wrapped around his head without a beard, with a part hanging over his shoulder, and it
is distinct for its white colour. It was used by clerics, including the Sheikh of Islam, the judge,
the mufti, the imams, and the preachers (Al'unsy 1900, 375) (Donta 2017, 837) (Fig. 1, 3-9).
The second type is called “Pashali Nezkebi”. Pashali is a Turkish word with two parts. The
first is pasha, meaning head, and the adjective has the suffix li. With it, the heads of sultans,
statesmen, and different categories were covered, and it was distinguished by the shape of Lam
elif, which is a piece of silk cloth known as “fulbent” and wraps around the head. The
cylindrical or conical “gawuk,”, are known as either a katabi, or the nezkebi, which is the one
used in these tombstones, and a meteorite, meaning a spear or a celestial body. It was used by
sultans, senior statesmen, doctors, blacksmiths, writers, etc. (Isli 2009, 55, 104) (Jalal 2016,
179-180; 197-198) (Donia 2017, 849, 853). This turban was used in the tombstone of Imam
Mohamed Ibn Ishaq (Fig. 2). The same turban was used on the tombstone of Sayyid Haj Mulla
Mohamed Saeed (1247 AH/1831 AD) in the cemetery of Amir Sultan in Bursa (Fig. 18)
(Mermutlu and Ocalan 2012, 376).

Turbans were also added on tombstones, such as the Mevle1 Basliklari, or "Sikka-Mevlevi
Sikka," which is the Mawlawi hood, or high hat. It is the specific turban for members of the
Mawlawi order and is worn by all members of the order. The Sheikh of the order is
distinguished by wrapping his turban around the Sikka. These Sikka are distinguished by their
colour: white for everyone, green for those who hold the title of Sayyid, and red for those who
hold the title of Celebi (Al'unsy 1900, 265) (Atasory 1992, 134). The Sikka was used
decoratively in the tombstones of Hajj Ibrahim Dede (Fig. 9-A, 9-B), Hajj Mustafa Effendi
(Fig. 14), and Dede Qulangi (Fig. 15) in the cemetery of Al-Muradiyya.

The Qadiri hat was also decorated in a decorative pattern on the head of the tombstone of Imam
Mohamed bin Ishaq (Fig. 2), to indicate his belonging to the Qadiriyya order.

The second style of top for tombstones was made in the form of a crown made of acanthus
leaves. These tops resemble the shape of plant branches of acanthus leaves, with a vase or
rosette in the middle. They are one of the forms of tops for women, and it is a common style
for Ottoman female tombstones. According to Inci, this was to add an aesthetic touch (inci
2022, 195-196). It is seen in tombstone no. 12, and on the headstone of Afifa bint Salih, wife
of Imam Hassan Pasha (d. 1230 AH / 1814 AD) (Fig. 16) as well as the tombstone of Shifa
Zakia Khanum in the same cemetery (Fig. 19) (Inci 2022, 203-204).

The third style of top is pinnacles, which is in the form of a pointed arch with four centres,
decorations on the inside with plant branches of the acanthus flower. This style was used in
tombstone no. 11, and the tombstone of Sharifa Saida Khatun, the daughter of one of the imams
in Al-Muradiyya cemetery and the historian in 1202 AH/1785 AD (Fig. 17) (inci 2022, 175-
176).

The second part of the tombstone is its neck, which is the space between the head of the
tombstone and its body. It has a conical shape and appears solely on tombstones whose tops
are a turban. All the studied clerics’ tombstones have one, except for the tombstones of
Mohamed Amin Efendi and Ahmad Effendi (Figs. 1, 3-9). Those tombstones have a direct
connection between the neck and the body, and the necks are devoid of decoration and smooth,
except for the tombstones of imam Mohamed Amin (Fig. 2) and the tombstones of muaqgat of
Al-Muradiyya mosque (Fig. 6) The artist used part of necks to implement the frame and the
first line of the written text of the tombstone.
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cemetery of .Al-
Muradiyya (Inci,
2002,133)

Al-Muradiyya
(inci, 2002, 141)

Al-Muradiyya
(Inci, 2002, 195)

Al-Muradiyya (inci,
2002, 175)

Fig. 14 Fig. 15 Fig. 16 Fig. 17 Fig. 18

Tombstone of | Tombstone of | Tombstone of | Tombstone of | Tombstone of Hajj
Hajj Mustafa | Dede Qulanji in | Afifa bint Saleh in | Sharifa Saida Hatun | Mulla Mohamed in
Effendi in the | the cemetery of | the cemetery of | in the cemetery of | Amir Sultan

Cemetery in Bursa
(Mermutlu, Ocalan,
Tarihi Bursa Mezar

Tagslari, 376)

As for the third part of the tombstone, the body was rectangular for the studied selection. The
shapes differed between two types. The first appeared in most of the studied tombstones, which
have a regular rectangular shape (Figs. 1, 3, 7, 9, 10, 11). As for the second type, it takes a
rectangular shape and is narrow from the bottom (Figs. 2, 8, 12).

The fourth part of the body of the tombstone is the tombstone stand, designed for anchoring
the tombstone into the ground at the base. The stands of the tombstones of Al-Muradiyya were
broken due to poor preservation and other damaging factors. Only the tombstones of Hajj
Abdulkadir and Mohamed Amin Effendi (Fig. 1-2) had their rectangular stand preserved that
were narrow at the bottom.

2. 1. 3. Language and fonts:

The engravers used the Ottoman Turkish language to write inscriptions on the tombstones of
clerics, which appeared at the beginning of the 10th AH/16th AD century and continued until
the end of the Ottoman Empire The last period of the Ottoman Empire is the period that
represents the time frame of the study. Prior to that, during the early Ottoman Empire, the
inscriptions were written using the Arabic language. According to Ziyadah, this is due to the
following of the traditions of the Seljuk state, including the Arabic language, by the Ottoman
state (Ziyadah 2015, 829). Many Arabic words entered the Turkish dictionary, especially those
with a religious character, and became part of the Turkish vocabulary. This is visible in the
tombstones of the clerics, such as “He is the Remainer” 84! s, “God is the Remainer” s 4
S, “Al-Fatihah 4a3, “the late” (3)as~>_<ll, “the forgiven” L), “Imam” oW, etc.

The Ottomans paid attention to the calligraphy and its decoration until it was said in the famous
phrase: The Qur’an was revealed in the Hijaz, read in Egypt, and written in Turkey (Ekinci
2023, 162), which reflects the degree and exaltation that the Ottoman Turkish calligraphy had
reached. The Thuluth Jali script (Aljabury 1994, 130-131) (Hansh 2012, 202) was used to
inscribe the studied tombstones, except for that of Hajj Saleh Aghanik (Fig. 3), in which the
Nasta'liq script was used (Fadayili 1993, 417) (Albaba 1988, 118-121). The traditional
characteristics of the letters in the Thuluth script (Table1-A) and Nastaliq Jali (Table1-B) are
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examined. The tombstones executed in Thuluth script are distinguished by the combination of
the letters waw and meem. In addition, the combination of the round head when they follow

each other. The use of the common structures of two letters is called “tetabuk”, as in the word
4,7).

Table (1-A) Thuluth script (the work of | Table (1-B) Nasta’liq script (the
the researcher) work of the researcher)
Lette | Singl Compound case Singl Compound case
F | ©¢@€ MReginnin | Middl End € Cas€ MBeginnin | Middl | En
g e g e d
j
H L] (
o < 2 D ® =
T As T & y 7 %
tee| C | S [ S C & |y | =T
R B 5
oo 2 U Y
e [P | e | 2 A9 A
)
Ll L &X
e-¢ G 23 S
P [ 53 [ °
g-< G) ) 9 £
4 S < g o
’ J | J |
¢ s IV 5 é f
2
o4
o | € 5 % % %
445 ® &4 ] IA
£
9 &) 2L 2 J
) y
] S ; é (s & (j

2. 1. 4. Decorative elements

The decorative elements on tombstones varied, and the use of plant decorations was widespread
and enjoyed great demand by Muslims due to their distance from religious prohibition of
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human and animal drawings. Plants, vegetables, and fruits were mentioned regularly in the
Holy Qur’an. Because tombstones are part of the afterlife of the deceased, they were keen to
avoid religious bans and used what was compatible with their functional purpose. Plant
decorative elements carried symbolism in Ottoman art (Yassin 2006, 115-120). Indeed, the
acanthus leaves, (Syring 1992, 300) (Sa‘ed 2012, 343-344), palm fans (Hassan 1948, 31)
(Demand 1982, 31), grape clusters (Qadous and “abdalfataah 2002, 252) (Sa ‘ed 2012, 327-329,
345-346), and four-petal roses (Khal fa 2003, 307) (Sa‘ed 2012, 317) composed a garden
around the grave itself, referring to the garden of paradise, thanks to the Ottoman tombstones
(Muhamed and Al-Sayeh 2021, 801). Hiiwa

2.2 The contents of tombstones:

2.2.1 Opening statements:

The opening statement is the sentence that starts the written texts on tombstones. There are
many forms for these opening statements, including those that begin with Hiwas® such as:
“He is the one who remains” (24 s8) (Figs. 6, 8, 10, 13), “He is the living and remaining” ( s
S ) (Figs. 3, 4, 5, 12), “He is the Most Merciful, the Forgiving” (Usteel) ax3 s8) (Fig.11).
Those epithets refer to Allah. As for the Remaining, the Living, and the Forgiving (Al-Nawawy
2017, 5), they are among the Most Beautiful Names of God, which the Messenger said to God
are ninety-nine names. Whoever counts them will enter Paradise, and these expressions are
counted. One of the most used expressions in Ottoman testimonies is related to death and the
afterlife: “the remaining” and “the forgiving” are linked to the survival of the Creator and the
annihilation of the human, and they are doctrinal matters linked to death (‘adul Nwr 2007, 150-
151). “The remaining is the one whose existence has no beginning and the one who does not
accept annihilation (Al-Qatary 2008, 678-679). “The forgiving” is linked to the Creator's ability
to forgive the sins of the deceased servant. These expressions have replaced the basmalah and
Quranic verses (Khairallah, Dirasat 'athariat faniyat limajmi‘at min shawahid alqubar
al ‘Gthmaniat manqushat biallughat alturkiat min jabanat rashid fi algarnayn , 2001, 263-264).
The ones who examine these expressions, especially, (al-Bagi #4'), and (al-Hayy~1'), are
Sufi expressions. They were among the Sufi and were inscribed on their buildings (Tekkiyes)
(Ziyadah 2015, 152-444). Ottoman society was linked to Sufism. It is one of the opening
formulas preferred by the Ottomans, which was widely used during the 13" AH/ 19" AD
century. (“abdul Razik 2006, 596-597) (Khairallah, Alnuqush alkitabiat ‘alaa shawahid alqubtir
al’iislamiat alqahirati- rashid- dahlak - ‘aistanbula" ma‘ Mu’jam lil’alqab walwazayif
al’iislamiati 2007, 189-256)

Some of the studied tombstones begin with the remembrances formula “This is a grave” (13
2®), which is composed of Arabic words foreign to Turkish. It is a common phrase in Arabic
funerary inscriptions up until the Mamluk period (‘abdul-Hamid 2003, 416-417) (Figs. 7, 9).

2.2. 2. Prayers for the deceased:

Requesting reading of Al-Fatihah from visitors:

Propaganda statements were regularly used on tombstones in many forms, executed in Turkish,
in the form of Ruhigun Al-Fatiha (434l () sa2a 5)) “the opening to his soul or for his soul”, and
were implemented on the studied tombstones (Figs. 1, 4, 8, 9), and it was also formulated as
Ruhigun Al-Fatiha (a3l 4is 5 ) (Figs. 3, 5, 10). This is a common propaganda expression on
Omani tombstones during the 13™ AH/19"™" AD century (‘abdul Razik 2006, 600) (Al-Qatary
2008, 810). It also came in other forms, such as “My soul is pleasing to God Almighty Al-
Fatihah” (43l i d el y o 92 5 5) (Figs. 2, 11) and “My soul is pleasing to God” 4ix 5)
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(4 sl y(Fig.7).

2. 3. The family members of the clergy on the tombstones of Al-Muradiyya:Some names
of family members appeared among the tombstones in the cemetery of Al-Muradiyya in Bursa.
The first family which appears is the Ishaq Effendi family: Ishaq Effendi, the imam of the first
Muradiyya Mosque in Bursa (Fig. 2), Mohamed Emin Effendi, son of the later Ishaq Effendi
(Fig. 2), and Sharifa Hasiba Hanim bint Mohamed Amin Efendi (Fig.11).

Awad Pasha lineage appears also: first, Awad Pasha (Fig. 8), and the name of Hajj Ahmad
Effendi (Fig. 8), who is the muezzin of the Muradiyya Mosque, is attributed to the lineage of
Awad Pasha, or whose lineage ends with Awad Pasha (Goodwin 1987, 70). Awad Pasha is my
nephew Bayezid, son of Awad Hussein, who was born in the city of Tokat. He was appointed
minister and architect of the Ottoman Empire. He participated in the Ankara War in 814
AH/1402 AD. He was captured with Sultan Bayezid by Tamerlane. He was later released and
joined the army of Sultan Mehmed Celebi, who regained his father's kingdom and worked to
stop the Qaramanyun attack on the city of Bursa, so he was promoted to the rank of minister.
He also contributed to suppressing the rebellion of Prince Mustafa in the year 830 AH/1427
AD against Sultan Murad II. Among his most important works was the construction of the
Green Complex. The founder of the mosque built the Sultan Mohamed Celebi Mosque in
Demutgia in 823 AH / 1420 AD, and he died in 831 AH / 1428 AD (Ozcan 1994, 485-486).
The third family is that of Ali Babanek, the caretaker of the Muradiyya Mosque. The name of
the muaqat Ali Babanek was mentioned in tombstone no. 6 (Fig. 6) and tombstone no. 2 (Fig.
11), as well as the name of his wife in her capacity on women's tombstone no. 2 (Fig. 11).

2. 2.4. Places and methods of implementing death dates and dating of undated
tombstones:

The dates of death were mentioned at the end of the tombstones in two forms: the first was on
the Fatiha line, such as men's tombstones no. 5, 9 and women's tombstone no. 11. The second
was on a separate line after the Fatiha, such as men's tombstones no. 1-4, 8.

As for the methods of recording death dates, the last period tombstone dating methods changed
for the Ottoman state, and Indian numbers were mostly used instead of letters, unlike the first
period of the history of the Ottoman state, which followed the approach of the Seljuk state in
implementing the date of death of the deceased in letters of Alphabet. (Ziyadah 2015, 608-609)
The methods of recording the dates of death on studied tombstones are classified according to
two type: First: Date. In the Hijri year only, such as tombstone of Hajj Abdul Qadir (Fig. 1 A-
B), the tombstone of Mohamed Emin Effendi (Fig. 2 A-B), the tombstone of Hajj Abdul Aziz
Effendi (Fig. 4 A-B), the tombstone of Hajj Salih Effendink (Fig. 5 A-B), the tombstone of Hajj
Ahmad Effendi (Fig. 9 A-B), and the tombstone of Hajj Ibrahim Dede (Fig. 10 A-B). Secondly,
the date in day, month, and Hijri year. It was implemented in two forms: the first of which
explicitly states the date, such as the tombstone of Hajj Hafez Ahmad Effendi in the form of
the year 1305/10 Safar (Fig. 8 A-B). The second form uses symbols to indicate the months.
which mentions the day. In numbers only, as the tombstone of Hajj Salih Aghanik in a formula
15 s (Shaban) year 1272 (Fig. 3 A-B), or which mentions the day in letters and numbers as it
appears on the tombstone of Fatima Khanum “22 RA (Rabi’ al-Awwal) on Friday, Year 1278
(Fig. 11) (Hanoglu 2018, 327).

Some men's tombstones (6, 7), and women's tombstones (11, 12) whose inscriptions do not
contain a date, can nevertheless be dated to the 13™ AH/19™" AD century thanks to relevant
evidence. First, the Ottomans only used Arabic as an official language in their early period. In
the later period, the use of the Ottoman Turkish language, as seen in the studied tombstones,
became widespread (Ziyadah 2018, 829). Secondly, the technical and analytical study of these
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tombstones allows for comparing them with their dated counterparts. These tombstones are
also located among a group of tombstones dated to the 13" AH/19" AD century. This shows
the geographical extension of the cemetery. Finally, the owner of headstone no. 12 died at the
age of 12, and she is the daughter of Imam Mohamed Amin Effendi, the owner of tombstone
No. 2, died in 1243 AH / 1827 AD. The daughter died before her father died because he was
not called the deceased on the daughter’s tombstone, which confirms that the daughter’s
tombstone dates to the first half of the 13™ AH century.

2. 2.5. Titles and positions on tombstones:

There were many titles given to the clerics and their families in the Al-Muradiyya Cemetery
during the 13" AH/19" AD century, including the title of Hajj (Fig. 8) (Al-Basha, Alfunun
aliaslamiat wa alwazayif ‘alaa aluathar al‘arabiati 1966, 251) (Barakat 2000, 206), Agha,
(Suleiman 1979, 17) (Hallaq and Sabbagh. 1999, 11), Pasha (Fig. 8) (Dahman 1990, 30) (Saban
2000, 52-53), role model of verified scholars (Fig. 4) (Al-Basha, Al’algab wa alwazayif fi
altarikh wa alathar wa alwathayiqi 1989, 430), Effendi (Figs. 2, 4, 7, 13) (Taymur 1919, 66)
(Al-Basha, Al'algab wa alwazayif f1 altarikh wa alathar wa alwathayiqi 1989, 166), Hanim
(Figs. 11, 12,19), (Al'unsy 1900, 234) (Al-Basha, Al’alqab wa alwazayif f1 altarikh wa alathar
wa alwathayiqi 1989, 274-275) (Inci 2022, 203-204), and Hafez (figs.8,10) (Al-Basha,
Al’algab wa alwazayif fi altarikh wa alathar wa alwathayiqi 1989, 252).

The professions varied between muaqat (Figs. 6, 8, 9, 12), (Aydiiz 2009, 413) (Ihsan
and others 1999, 492) (‘uthman 2000, 140-340) (Mahmwud 2020, 660-661),

- muezzin (Fig. 3, 7, 8, 9) (Al-Maqdisi 2008, 327) (Al-Basha, Al’alqab wa alwazayif fi
altarikh wa alathar wa alwathayiqi 1989, 1167-1168) (‘abdu 1994, 26-27) (Mermutlu
and Ocalan 2012, 408). Hajj Ibrahim Agha served as muezzin, with his tombstone in
the Amir Sultan cemetery in Bursa dated 1279 AH/1862 AD (Fig. 20)

- Imam (Barakat 2000, 176-177). Hajj Abdul Qadir was employed in this position (Fig.
1), and Mohamed Emin Effendi was also employed in this position. (Fig. 2). Hafez
Mohamed Effendi was also employed in this position at the Al-Muradiyya Mosque.
The latter’s tombstone is dated 1327 AH and preserved in the Magnesia Museum (Fig.
21) (Muhamed and Al-Sayeh 2021, 754-755, 816)

- First Imam, Ishaq Effendi was employed in this position (Fig. 2). Mohamed Amin
Effendi was also employed in this position with the tombstone of Sharifa Hasiba Hanim
(Fig. 13), and Sayyed Hajj Rifaat was also employed in the same position as mentioned
on the tombstone of his daughter Shifa Zakia , dated 1268 AH (Fig. 19) ("abnManzur
1980) (inci 2022, 203-204).

- dede, (Al'unsy 1900, 248) (Hallag and Sabbagh. 1999, 89) Hajj Ibrahim Dede, one of
the sheikhs of the Mevlevi Order, used this title on his tombstone (Fig. 10). Hajj
Mustafa Effendi was employed in the same position, with his tombstone dated in the
12 - 13" AH / 181 - 19" AD century in Al-Muradiyya Cemetery (Fig. 14). It is also
engraved on the tombstone of the Qulanji dated 1248 AH in the same cemetery (Fig.
15) (Inci 2022, 133-134; 141-142).

- teacher (Dahman 1990, 133) (Takin 2008, 354-355). This position was held by Hajj
Salih Efendinik (Fig. 5), and he was employed as a teacher with the same cemetery as
Lala Jaafar Agha (d. 1202AH) (Fig. 22), Lala in originally meaning school or educator,
then became a teacher or educator of princes and addressed the sultans and their
ministers with this name. He was also employed in the same position (teacher) as Juyli
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Hajj Ali Effendi, with his tombstone dated in 1223 AH in the cemetery of Amir Sultan
in Bursa (Fig. 23) (Inci 2022, 131-132; 213).
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Fig. 19 Fig. 20 Fig. 21 Fig. 22 Fig. 23
The tombstone of Tombstone of Hafez Mohamed Lala Jaafar’s Tombstone of
Shifa Zakia Attar Hajj Effendi the Imam | tombstone in the | Gewili Haji Ali
Khanum in the Ibrahim Agha in of Al-Muradiyya Muradiyya Effendi in Amir
Muradiyya Amir Sultan in Manisa Cemetery Sultan
Cemetery Cemetery in Museum (photographed Cemetery in
(photographed by | Bursa. (Mermutlu (Muhamed and by the Bursa.
the researcher) and Ocalan 2012, Al-Sayeh 2021, researcher) (Mermutlu and
408) 816,825) Ocalan 2012,
213)

2.2.6. Names of cities:

Some cities were mentioned on the tombstones of the clerics and their family members. It is
interesting to note that some expressed the origins of their upbringing, while others expressed
their place of work. For example, the city of Balikesir was mentioned on the tombstone of Hajj
Saleh Effendi (Fig. 5) as the city of Hajj Saleh’s upbringing, and it is located west of Anatolia
(Ilgiirel 1992, 12-14). Vidin Sanjak was mentioned on the tombstone of Ibrahim Dede, and it
is the city of his birth (Fig. 9), which is on the border belonging to the Ottoman Empire and
currently in West Bulgaria (Kiel 2013, 103-105). Another city mentioned on the tombstones is
Dereli, located in northern Anatolia, in the province of Giresun, particularly in the valley of
the Aksu Deresi and Akkaya river (Emecen 1996, 83). It is supposed to be the city of Hajj
Ahmed Effendi’s birth (Fig. 10). The city of Bursa was also mentioned on the tombstone of
Fatima Hanim (Fig. 11), located west of Anatolia, and it was the first capital of the Ottoman
Empire (Incalik 1992, 445-449). The place of work of her father is also mentioned on Fatima
Hanim’s tombstone (Fig. 12).

CONCLUSION

The research studied and published a group of 13 tombstones from the Muradiyya cemetery
in Bursa for the first time. This selection was inscribed in the Ottoman Turkish language in the
Thuluth script, with the exception of one tombstone inscribed in the Nasta’liq script. The study
was able to identify the form and content of these inscriptions.

The purpose was the publication and study of thirteen tombstones by clerics and their
family members, mostly dated to the 13" AH/19"™ AD century originating from the Al-
Muradiyya Cemetery in Bursa, which had not been previously studied and published. The study
showed that the families of the clergy working at Muradiyya Complex were entitled to be
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buried in the complex cemetery and that clergy working in other religious facilities were
allowed to be buried in the Muradiyya Complex cemetery also, such as the Imam of the Great
Mosque in Bursa. The study dated several tombstones based on language, comparison, and
analysis of the contents and geographical location of the tombstone in relation to the cemetery.
There is a diversity of clerical professions recorded in the Muradiyya cemetery in Bursa,
including imam, first imam, muezzin, muagat, dede, judges, and teacher. Judicial clerics were
allowed to be buried in the Muradiyya cemetery, such as a judge of Marash. The sectarian
affiliations of the clerics appeared on their tombstones. The Mawlawi Sikha painted “Bashali
Mawlawi” on the tombstone of Ibrahim Dede, and the Qadiri hat was drawn on the tombstone
of Imam Mohamed Effendi Ibn Ishaq Effendi. The study identified the origins of some clerics,
such as Haj Saleh from Balkesir, and Ibrahim Dede from Sanjak of Vidin in Bulgaria.

The tombstones’ tops of the men had the form of the Turban (Orfi Destari Kavuk), while
the form of the Turban (Nezkebi Baslik) tombstone top was used in a single tombstone. The
artist was keen to limit the decorations executed on the tombstones of the Muradiyya cemetery
to plant elements to avoid the artist's religious prohibition. The tombstones of the female family
members of the clergy were distinguished by having heads on pointed arches with four centres
and acanthus leaves of the same shape. =The writer-artist limited himself to using the Ottoman
Turkish language in the tombstones of the clerics and their family members, suggesting a date
during the 13" AH / 19" AD century.
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